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Michele Mathews Leber (often known as Mike Leber; July 30, 1938 – January 1, 2021) was an American journalist, book reviewer, public librarian, and prominent advocate for pay equity and feminist issues in librarianship.  She was honored with the American Library Association Equality Award in 1996. Library Journal named her “Fiction Reviewer of the Year” in 1997.
Mike Leber was born in Appleton, Wisconsin and graduated from Appleton High School, where she received the Craftsmanship Shield as the most outstanding student in her class and was one of the first recipients of a National Merit Scholarship. She attended Northwestern University, serving as feature editor of the student newspaper The Daily Northwestern (her future husband Ted Leber was the sports editor). They shared a desk and married on February 20, 1960, in Appleton.
Leber began her professional career in journalism at The Post-Crescent in Appleton. She also kept score for the Appleton Foxes minor-league baseball games. Her husband Ted served 30 years in the U.S. Navy, retiring as a Captain in 1989; the family moved to Virginia in 1970.
Library Career
Leber earned a Master’s degree in Library Science. She worked at the Naval War College (while her husband was a student there), then joined the Virginia Beach Public Library system.
 She later moved to the Fairfax County Public Library in Virginia, where she served as branch manager of several locations, including John Marshall Community Library, George Mason Regional Library, Fairfax City Regional Library, and Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library. She concluded her library career as a leader in Collection Management/Collection Development and retired in 2002.
She was active on book selection committees and became widely respected as a book reviewer.
Book Reviewing and Recognition
Leber reviewed books for Library Journal and was named its Fiction Reviewer of the Year in 1997. She continued reviewing (especially mysteries) for Library Journal and Booklist well into retirement. Colleagues praised her “keen insight into books and authors” and her ability to write crisp, compelling reviews that could spark interest in almost any title or genre. In 1994, she helped found the “Book Babes” reading club for women in northern Virginia, where members later remembered her gentle spirit, devotion to women’s issues, and expertise in mysteries.


Advocacy Work
Leber was a dedicated advocate for pay equity, women’s rights, and library workers’ compensation. 
She was a longtime member and leader of the American Library Association’s (ALA) Social Responsibilities Round Table (SRRT) Feminist Task Force and served as editor of the newsletter,  Women in Libraries from 1981 to 1983.
From 1985 to 2020, she represented the American Library Association on the National Committee on Pay Equity (NCPE), a broad coalition working to eliminate sex- and race-based wage discrimination. She served as NCPE Treasurer (1993–2002) and as Chair and Spokesperson (2003–2020). 
Mike Leber was also an active participant on the American Library Association Special Presidential Task Force on Better Salaries and Pay Equity for Library Workers (2002–2003) during the presidency of Mitch Freedman. She contributed to the American Library Association-Allied Professional Association ALA-APA Better Salaries and Pay Equity Toolkit.
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Better Salaries for Library Workers- 2002-American Library Association. Far Back Row from Screen Left: Norm Jacknis, Tom Wilding, Gene Kinnaly Center Row from Screen Left: Harriet Selverstone, Sha Fagan, Jenna Freedman, Rosemary Mesh, Joan Goddard, Donna Mandel, Carol Brey, Cathy Bremer, Yvonne Farley, Jill Uncyk Front Row from Screen Left: Mike Leber, Margaret Myers, Kathleen de la Peña McCook, 2002-2003 ALA President Maurice J. (Mitch) Freedman, Task Force Coordinator Patricia Glass Schuman, Patricia Smith






Awards and Honors
· American Library Association Equality Award (1996)
· Library Journal Fiction Reviewer of the Year, 1997
· NCPE Winn Newman Award (2010)
· Recognized as one of 11 people critical to the pay equity movement on Equal Pay Day 2014 by Women in the World
· Honored as an American Library Association-Allied Professional Association (ALA-APA) “Angel” in 2008 for contributions to better salaries and certification efforts


Journalism and Reviewing
· Journalism articles in The Post-Crescent (Appleton, Wisconsin)
· Book reviews (especially fiction and mysteries) in Library Journal and later Booklist
· Editorial work and contributions to Women in Libraries (the newsletter of the ALA Social Responsibilities Round Table Feminist Task Force)
· Writings and statements on pay equity, feminism in librarianship, and related advocacy topics
· Contributions to the ALA Special Presidential Task Force on Better Salaries and Pay Equity for Library Workers (appointed by ALA President Maurice J. Freedman). She “wrote and spoke frequently on pay equity issues” during this time.
· As Chair and Spokesperson (and earlier Treasurer) of the National Committee on Pay Equity (NCPE), she produced statements, advocacy materials, and writings on pay equity, wage discrimination, and related policy issues. She represented the American Library Association on NCPE from 1985 onward. 

Leber and her husband Ted lived in Virginia for over 50 years, the last 35 in Arlington. She was an avid sports fan (Northwestern University teams and Washington, D.C.-area professional teams), enjoyed reading, writing reviews, attending theater (especially Signature Theatre in Arlington), and spending time with family.
Michele Leber died in Arlington on January 1, 2021. 
Leber is remembered for her kindness, tenacity, sharp intellect, passion for books, and lifelong commitment to a more just society, particularly pay equity for librarians and library workers.
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