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Margaret T. Lane is best known for her foundational work in state documents librarianship. Her indefatigable coordination of the “Documents on Documents” project for the American Library Association, Government Documents Round Table was a key factor in her being honored with the James Bennett Childs Award, its highest accolade in 1981.

Early Life and Education
Margaret Taylor Lane was born February 6, 1919, in St. Louis, Missouri. 
She graduated from University High School  and earned a B.A. (with studies in government) from Louisiana State University (LSU). She earned a degree in library science from Columbia University School of Library Service.
She then earned a J.D. from LSU Law School. 
She maintained lifelong membership in the Louisiana State Bar Association (66 years) and was also affiliated with Mortar Board and Phi Delta Delta.
Career in Librarianship and Government Documents
Lane began her professional career as a law librarian at Columbia University Law School. She later served as Law Librarian at LSU before moving into state government service. 
In the Louisiana Secretary of State’s Office, she held the position of Recorder of Documents for 26 years, retiring in 1975. During this tenure she founded and administered Louisiana’s state documents depository system—the first comprehensive program of its kind in the state—ensuring free public access to official publications. She also created an internal operations manual and compiled/edited Author Headings for Louisiana Official Publications, 1948–1972, building on earlier work by Lucy B. Foote.

Government Documents Round Table
Nationally, Lane became a charter member of the American Library Association’s Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) and coordinated its State and Local Documents Task Force for two decades. 
She compiled the influential “Documents on Documents” collection (a reference resource on state depository programs available via interlibrary loan).

· The “Documents on Documents” Project and the Committee of 8
The “Documents on Documents” project was one of the most important early efforts to systematically collect and share information about state government document depository programs across the United States. Developed under the auspices of the Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) State and Local Documents Task Force, the collection gathered laws, regulations, manuals, brochures, forms, and other administrative materials produced by state agencies and libraries.
 Its purpose was to create a centralized reference resource that state documents librarians could consult to learn from one another’s experiences in establishing and operating depository systems. Margaret T. Lane played a central role in compiling and maintaining the collection, which was made available through interlibrary loan and later preserved in microform as ERIC documents. 
The project began in the early 1970s and continued to be updated into the 1990s before eventually being transferred to the ALA Archives. (see last paragraph of this section).
Closely tied to this effort was the Committee of 8, a communication network also created by Margaret T. Lane. In the pre-electronic era, when email and the internet did not yet exist, the committee served as a practical system for rapid information exchange among documents librarians nationwide.
It consisted of eight librarians, each responsible for communicating with colleagues in a designated group of states, usually through a telephone tree or regular mail. This structure allowed librarians who could not attend ALA conferences to still participate in the work of the State and Local Documents Task Force. Lane chaired the committee for more than two decades, and it became an essential tool for gathering the materials that formed the “Documents on Documents” collection, as well as for conducting surveys and updating bibliographies on state publications.
Together, the “Documents on Documents” collection and the Committee of 8 represented a creative, grassroots solution to the challenges of communication and knowledge sharing in state documents librarianship during the 1970s and 1980s. They enabled collaboration across state lines at a time when such coordination was difficult, directly supporting the professional development of the field and contributing to major publications such as Lane’s own State Publications and Depository Libraries: A Reference Handbook (1981). Although the Committee of 8 gradually lost its original function with the rise of digital communication and was eventually phased out in the early 2000s, both initiatives remain significant examples of Margaret T. Lane’s lasting impact on government information librarianship.
In the early 2000s, the physical collection needed a permanent home after being microfilmed by ERIC. UCLA temporarily housed the materials at the University of California’s Southern Regional Library Facility starting around 2000–2002. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was drafted designating UCLA as the custodian and lender, with plans to catalog the collection and make it available via interlibrary loan. However, the MOU was never formally signed. By January 2005, the collection was transferred from UCLA to the ALA GODORT Archives. The collection’s current location appears to be within the broader American Library Association Archives at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where most GODORT records are ultimately housed. However, as there is no publicly available online finding aid or listing for the “Documents on Documents” collection in the ALA/GODORT Archives, this suggests that the collection has not yet been fully processed. Researchers would likely need to contact the University of Illinois Archives or current GODORT leadership directly to confirm its status and request access.

· Other Professional Involvement
Lane conducted a major survey of forty states’ documents programs, published as State Publications: Depository Distribution and Bibliographic Programs.
She also participated in the Library of Congress’ cataloging-in-source project (a precursor to CIP) and represented the American Association of Law Libraries on the Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials. 
Lane served on the Depository Library Council to the Public Printer and chaired the RSD/RTSD Inter-divisional Committee on Public Documents for three years. After formal retirement she continued part-time work as law librarian for her husband’s firm and remained an active mentor to new documents librarians.
She taught government documents at LSU’s Graduate School of Library Science and legal bibliography at LSU Law School and the University of Connecticut Law School.
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Margaret T. Lane’s influence extended through workshops, committee service, publications and generous mentoring that encouraged countless librarians to become active in professional organizations.
Margaret T. Lane died on May 10, 2009, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
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Memorial Resolution for Margaret Taylor Lane
WHEREAS, Margaret Taylor Lane was a pioneer in the establishment and administration of state documents depository systems; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane’s book State Publications and Depository Libraries was a comprehensive handbook and guide to the establishment and efficient operation of these institutions; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane began her career as Law Librarian at Columbia University Law School after graduation from its Library School and later served as Law Librarian at Louisiana State University (LSU); and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane was a member of the Louisiana State Bar Association for 66 years; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane was a member of the Federal Depository Library Council to the Public Printer of the United States from the spring of 1973 through 1977; and
WHEREAS, as a member of American Library Association (ALA), Margaret Lane was a charter member of Government Documents Round Table (GODORT), served as Coordinator of the GODORT State and Local Documents Task Force, and was instrumental in compiling the “Documents on Documents” collection and State Publications: Depository Distribution and Bibliographic Programs; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane created and for two decades chaired the GODORT State and Local Documents Task Force Committee of 8, a pre-electronic era network that connected states with each other and allowed members who could not attend ALA to participate; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane represented the American Association of Law Libraries on the Joint Committee to the Union List of Serials, and served as chairman of the Reference Services Division/Resources and Technical Services Division Inter-divisional Committee on Public Documents for a three year term; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane was a long-time member of the Louisiana Library Association (LLA), founded the Louisiana State Documents Depository Program, and served as Recorder of Documents in the Louisiana Secretary of State’s Office for twenty-six years; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane served as ex-officio member on the LLA Documents Committee, wrote an internal operations manual, served as “Representative Emeritus” for many years on the Louisiana Advisory Council for the State Documents Depository Program, and participated in the Library of Congress’ cataloging in source project, predecessor of Cataloging in Print; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane compiled and edited Author Headings for Louisiana Official Publications, 1948–1972; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane was the recipient of the Louisiana Library Association (LLA) Essae M. Culver Distinguished Service Award in 1976, the ALA/GODORT James Bennett Childs Award in 1981, and LLA Lucy Foote Award in recognition of her contribution to special librarianship; and
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Library Association named an award in her honor to recognize excellence in the field of government information; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane taught government documents courses in the Louisiana State University (LSU) Graduate School of Library Science, taught legal bibliography in the LSU Law School and the University of Connecticut Law School, and published articles in many professional journals; and
WHEREAS, Margaret Lane’s tireless and endless enthusiasm and her devotion to the ideal of the right of citizen access to government information was contagious and was communicated to many other documents librarians; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the American Library Association (ALA)
1. Honors Margaret Lane for her work supporting state government information and the public’s easy and equitable access to all government information.
2. Sends copies of this resolution to Margaret Lane’s family, the State Library of Louisiana, the Louisiana State University, the Louisiana Library Association Government Documents Roundtable, and the Louisiana Legislature.
—Endorsed in principle by GODORT Legislation Committee, July 12, 2009; endorsed in principle by GODORT Membership, July 13, 2009; adopted by ALA Council July 15, 2009.


Submitted by GODORT Member, K. Mc
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