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David Edwin Kaser (1924–2017) was a library administrator, educator, author, and international consultant whose career embodied the “adventurous” spirit he later captured in his autobiography, Just Lucky, I Guess: My Adventurous Life as a Hoosier Librarian.  
He is remembered for his leadership in academic libraries, his contributions to library automation and cooperation, and his influential teaching. He directed fifty doctoral dissertations.
He was President of the Association of College and Research Libraries and editor of its journal, College and Research Libraries.
David E. Kaser was born March 12, 1924, in Mishawaka, Indiana. 
David E. Kaser served in the United States Army during World War II and was in combat in the European Theater, specifically in France and Germany was assigned to a tank battalion. His service included maneuvers and training in the United States (notably at Camp Shelby in Mississippi) before deployment overseas.
After the war, Kaser earned an A.B. in English from Houghton College in New York State in 1947  and elected to Phi Beta Kappa (where he began his library involvement as a student library assistant). He then obtained a master’s degree in English from the University of Notre Dame, followed by an AMLS (Master of Library Science) and a Ph.D. in library science from the University of Michigan. [Kaser, David Edwin. “Messrs. Carey & Lea of Philadelphia, 1822–1838.” PhD diss., University of Michigan, 1956.]

Library Administration
 From 1952 to 1954, Kaser served as serials librarian at Ball State University. He then moved to Washington University in St. Louis, where he worked as chief of acquisitions from 1956 to 1959 and subsequently as assistant director for technical services.
Dr. Kaser was next director of the Joint University Libraries (now Vanderbilt University Libraries) in Nashville, Tennessee. In this position, he oversaw operations for a consortium of academic libraries, gaining recognition for effective leadership in resource management and inter-institutional cooperation.
In 1968, Kaser was appointed Director of Libraries at Cornell University. During his tenure (until 1973), he modernized operations by introducing computer-based systems, notably the Automated Acquisitions and In-Process Control System. Under his guidance, the Cornell University Libraries began contributing records to OCLC in 1973, advancing nationwide library cooperation and resource sharing.
Kaser also demonstrated a commitment to equity and professional standards. In 1972, he led an American Library Association inquiry team that investigated and identified issues of racial discrimination in staff promotions at the Library of Congress, contributing to improved hiring practices.
Throughout his administrative career, Dr. Kaser engaged extensively in international library development. He consulted on library-related matters across four continents, undertaking assignments that ranged from Ireland to Laos. These experiences enriched his understanding of diverse library systems and informed his later scholarship and teaching on global perspectives in librarianship.

Transition to Academia: Teaching at Indiana University

In 1973, Dr. Kaser resigned from his directorship at Cornell to accept a professorship in the Graduate Library School (now Luddy School of Informatics, Computing, and Engineering ) at Indiana University in Bloomington. 
Dr. David Kaser directed fifty doctoral dissertations during his time on the faculty at Indiana University’. He also served on many additional advisory and dissertation committees.
He taught until his retirement in 1991, earning the title of Distinguished Professor Emeritus. Kaser’s influence endures through his students, publications, and institutional contributions. 

Professional Leadership 

Dr. Kaser served as editor of the journal, College & Research Libraries (C&RL) from 1963 to 1969.
He was chair of the Association of Southeastern Research Libraries (ASERL) in 1967-1968. He was elected Tennessee Library Association President 1968-1969.
He was elected President of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL, a division of the American Library Association) for 1968 - 1969. During his presidency, he guided the division through key professional discussions on academic library issues, including planning, cooperation, and the evolving role of research libraries. His presidential leadership reinforced ACRL’s position as a major voice within ALA for college and research libraries.
He served as Chair, ACRL Committee on an Activity Model for 1990 (early 1980s): He led the committee that produced the final report on restructuring ACRL’s activities and future direction. The report was published in College & Research Libraries News in 1982.
He also served on the American Library Association Council- 1965-1969, and 1975-1979.
He was President of International Beta Phi Mu in 1975.

Honors and Recognitions
· University of Tennessee Library Lecture. “Academic Science and the University Library-Lecture Number 17.” (March 30, 1965).

· Guggenheim Fellowship (1967) — Awarded for research in library science and the history of the book trade.
· Distinguished Alumnus Award — University of Michigan -1970
· Distinguished Teaching Award — Indiana University (recognized for excellence in teaching in the School of Library and Information Science) -1981
· Distinguished Professor— Indiana University -1986
· Festschrift in his honor (1989) Academic Librarianship Past, Present, and Future: A Festschrift in Honor of David Kaser, edited by John Richardson Jr. and Jinnie Y. Davis (Libraries Unlimited). This volume of essays by colleagues and former students celebrated his contributions to the field.
· Library History Seminar VIII- dedicated to Dr. David Kaser.  Library History Round Table. Library History Seminar VIII, "Reading & Libraries," held at the Indiana Memorial Union, Indiana University, Bloomington, 9-11 May 1990. 
· Lieberman Lecture (1992) — sponsored by the American Printing History Association on “Printers of Frontier St. Louis, 1808–1850.”
· Distinguished Service Award — Chinese American Librarians Association (1995).
· David Kaser Endowed Lecture Series  — Established at Indiana University’s Department of Information and Library Science in his honor. The series features prominent speakers in library and information science. 


International Consulting and Global Impact
Dr. David E. Kaser developed a significant second career as an independent library consultant, with a particular focus on the planning and design of academic library buildings. After retiring from his position as Distinguished Professor at Indiana University’s School of Library and Information Science in 1991, Kaser continued to draw on decades of administrative and scholarly experience to advise institutions around the world. 
His consulting work was international in scope. He crossed the Pacific Ocean twenty-four times and the Atlantic Ocean thirty-six times researching, lecturing, and consulting for such diverse agencies as the Asian Development Bank and the Agency for International Development. This global reach allowed him to bring comparative perspectives on library architecture, space planning, and institutional needs to a wide variety of clients. 

Kaser’s consulting practice centered heavily on academic library facilities. He served as a consultant on the design or renovation of more than 220 college and university library buildings worldwide. In the course of this work, he personally visited over 600 libraries and compiled detailed information on more than 1,500 library structures. This extensive hands-on engagement informed both his practical recommendations to clients and his later published scholarship. He often worked directly with architects and planning committees, providing expertise on functional layout, collection housing, user services, and long-term adaptability of library spaces. 

A substantial portion of Kaser’s consulting output took the form of written reports and planning documents prepared for individual institutions. While many of these reports remained internal client documents, they formed the empirical foundation for his 1997 monograph, The Evolution of the American Academic Library Building. In this work, Kaser synthesized his consulting observations into a historical and analytical study of how academic library architecture had developed over time. 

Kaser operated his consulting practice under the name Kaser Associates and was frequently engaged for both new construction and renovation projects. One documented example of his work includes his role as general library consultant for the Weinberg Memorial Library at the University of Scranton, where he advised on academic library design considerations. 

Overall, Dr. Kaser’s consulting career exemplified the integration of practice and scholarship that characterized much of his professional life. By applying his knowledge of library history, administration, and building planning to real-world projects across multiple countries, he helped shape the physical infrastructure of academic libraries while simultaneously advancing the field’s understanding of how those spaces evolve. 
His work in this area remained active well into the 1990s and contributed to his lasting reputation as one of the leading experts on academic library facilities in the late twentieth century.
Kaser’s influence endures through his students, publications, and institutional contributions. Indiana University established the David Kaser Endowed Lecture Series in the Department of Information and Library Science to honor his legacy in library education. 
David E. Kaser died in Bloomington, Indiana, on March 24, 2017. The Monroe Veterans Honor Guard performed military rites. 
Kaser’s career exemplified the breadth possible within librarianship—from hands-on technical services and automation leadership to international consulting, classroom teaching, and reflective authorship. 
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