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Joseph John Harzbecker Jr. (October 20, 1959 – March 5, 2024) was an American medical librarian, historian, and artist known for his long career in health sciences librarianship, particularly at Boston University, as well as his active involvement in professional library associations and community organizations.
 Harzbecker grew up in Lexington, Massachusetts, where he graduated from Lexington High School. He served as president of the Chess Club during his high school years. 
Harzbecker earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Drew University in New Jersey. He later obtained a Master of Library Science from Simmons College (now Simmons University) in Boston and a Master of Arts in History from the University of Massachusetts Boston. He also achieved certification as an Academy of Health Information Professionals (AHIP) through the Medical Library Association.
His professional career began with positions at the University of Texas Medical Branch (1984–1986) and Northeastern University (1987–1989). He then joined the Boston University School of Medicine’s Alumni Medical Library, where he served for 35 years as a reference librarian and eventually as Head of Reference and Electronic Collections Management.
Harzbecker was recognized for his expertise in medical librarianship, collection development, and reference services. He presented extensively at professional conferences wrote scholarly book chapters and peer-reviewed articles in journals such as Medical Reference Services Quarterly and the Journal of Consumer Health on the Internet. 
He was an active member of the American Library Association (ALA), the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL)—particularly its Distance & Online Learning Section (DOLS), where he served as co-chair of the Strategic Planning Committee and as a member of the Research & Publications Committee—and the Medical Library Association (MLA). He also contributed to the AHIP certification committee by reviewing applications.
Beyond his professional life, Harzbecker was a dedicated historian and artist whose works were displayed in local shops in West Roxbury, Massachusetts. 
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus Mount Pleasant Council 98, where he served as past Grand Knight, and he was a past secretary of the Boylston Schul-Verein German Social Club in Walpole
Harzbecker died on March 5, 2024. 
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