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Dr. Ruth C. Carter (née Brill; December 13, 1937 – January 14, 2015) was an archivist, editor, scholar, and leader in library technical services. She served as president of the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALCTS, a division of the American Library Association) in 1990–1991. She was the editor of Cataloging & Classification Quarterly from 1985–2006.
She made significant contributions to serials librarianship, cataloging, automation, and archival work over a career spanning more than three decades. 

She was born Ruth Carol Brill in Cincinnati, Ohio. She earned a B.S. in education from the University of Cincinnati in 1959, taught seventh and eighth grade social studies for one year, and then earned a M.A. in history from the University of Cincinnati in1961. 
She then worked as curator of manuscripts and reference assistant at the Ohio Historical and Philosophical Society (now the Cincinnati Historical Society). 
After studying computer systems analysis, she served as a systems analyst in the U.S. Army Office of the Chief of Staff at the Pentagon. While there she was tested for computer programming aptitude and was selected for a six-month data processing training program. At the end of the program, she became a Systems Analyst for the Army for two years.
She later obtained an M.S. in library science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and began her professional library career as head of technical services and automation at Parkland College in Champaign, Illinois.  (At the end of that time, her husband, John L. Carter, took a job at the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh).

She then joined the University of Pittsburgh Library System (ULS). 
She started as a systems analyst and advanced through a series of leadership roles over 27 years: systems librarian, head of the Serials Department, head of the Catalog Department, technical services coordinator, assistant director for automation and technical services, and finally (from 1996 until her retirement in 1999) head of the Archives Service Center and curator of historical collections. 
In 1993, while working at the University of Pittsburgh, she completed a Ph.D. in history. 
Her work blended library automation, technical services, and historical curation, including support for labor history collections, African American jazz oral histories, and community outreach in Pittsburgh. 

Professional Activity

Carter held leadership positions in the American Library Association. She was chair of the Serials Section of the Resources and Technical Services Division (RTSD).
For the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services Division [ALCTS, formerly the Resources and Technical Services Division (RTSD) now Core-a Division of the American Library Association]  including chair-elect, chair (1985–1986), and past chair. She served as ALCTS president in 1990–1991 and represented ALA on the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) Standing Committee on Serial Publications from 1991 to 1999. 
She also participated in IFLA’s Round Table for Editors of Library Journals and in the Library and Information Technology Association (LITA). 

In 1986, ALA honored her with the Bowker-Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship Award for distinguished contributions in research, publication, management, and education related to serials. 
She was an
 advocate for scholarship in cataloging and technical services, editing Cataloging & Classification Quarterly for 20 years, retiring as editor emerita in 2006. 
She co-founded the Journal of Internet Cataloging (later the Journal of Library Metadata) and the Journal of Archival Information. She also served as editor of the Haworth Series in Cataloging and Classification, editor-in-chief of the Haworth Book Program in Library and Information Science, and executive editor of the Haworth Information Press. 
She died January 14, 2015.
The ALA Council adopted a memorial resolution in her honor in 2015 recognizing her “remarkable achievements” and her “hard work, integrity, unselfishness, modesty, generosity to her colleagues, and graciousness.” 





Editorships
Cataloging and Classification Quarterly
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· Carter was editor of Cataloging & Classification Quarterly: 1985–2006 (volumes 6 through 41; 20-year tenure). She retired as Editor Emerita in 2006. This was her longest and most prominent editorship; a dedicated review of the journal under her leadership appears in the 2007 festschrift. Cataloging & Classification Quarterly (CCQ) is a peer-reviewed scholarly journal dedicated to the theory, practice, and ongoing developments in bibliographic organization. Its scope encompasses descriptive cataloging, subject analysis and classification, metadata standards and applications, access to materials in all formats, and the management of bibliographic records. 

· Carter was e
· ditor, Haworth Series in Cataloging and Classification: Beginning in 1990 (ongoing through at least the mid-2000s). This monograph series produced numerous thematic volumes that were often co-published as special issues of journals.

· Carter was 
· Editor-in-Chief, Haworth Book Program in Library and Information Science: c. 1990s–mid-2000s. 
· 
· Carter was co-founding editor (with Roger Brisson), Journal of Internet Cataloging (later renamed Journal of Library Metadata): c. 1997/1998–mid-2000s. The journal launched with Volume 1 around 1997–1998; she remained actively involved as editor into the 2000s. 
· Carter was 
· Executive Editor, Haworth Information Press.

· Carter was co-editor (with Thomas J. Frusciano), Journal of Archival Organization (occasionally referenced in memorials as Journal of Archival Information): 2002–mid-2000s. She served from the journal’s founding; the first issues appeared in 2002. 

These roles positioned Carter as a central figure in advancing scholarly publishing in library technical services, cataloging, metadata, and archival organization. In addition to full journal and series editorships, she contributed numerous editorials, introductions, and special-issue compilations across these publications. The 2007 festschrift in her honor includes both a biographical sketch, an interview and a detailed assessment of Cataloging & Classification Quarterly during her tenure.
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Carter also contributed numerous editorials, columns, and shorter pieces across the journals she edited, as well as chapters and reviews in library and information science literature. 
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