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Valerie Jan Bross (January 28, 1954 – October 11, 2016) was an influential American librarian specializing in serials and continuing resources cataloging. She spent much of her career at the UCLA Library, where she became a national leader in developing cataloging standards, cooperative programs, and training for librarians working with serials and electronic resources. 
She was born in Manhattan, New York, 

She earned a bachelor’s degree in Linguistics from the University of Pennsylvania. She then obtained a Master of Arts in Library Science from the University of Michigan. Seeking deeper specialization, she later completed a second master’s degree in teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, during which she participated in a student exchange program with the People’s Republic of China. 
Valerie Bross began her professional career as a librarian at Illinois State University’s Milner Library. She subsequently held positions at Central Missouri State University, Vanderbilt University, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and California State University, Stanislaus. These roles allowed her to build expertise in cataloging and technical services while gaining experience across different types of academic libraries. 
In 1998, she joined the UCLA Library as ERM/Continuing Resources Team Leader (later head of the continuing resources cataloging section) in the Cataloging & Metadata Center. She held this position for 18 years until shortly before her retirement and death. 

At UCLA, she played a pivotal role in establishing the library as a national leader in serials cataloging. She served as a dedicated trainer and reviewer for new catalogers and led or participated in numerous committees developing cataloging standards. Key areas included policies on single versus separate records for print and electronic serials, essential data elements, and the implementation of Resource Description and Access (RDA) rules. 


Notable achievements include:
· Learning Arabic to help catalog a significant backlog of Arabic and Persian materials.
· Advocating successfully for OCLC’s Persistent URL (PURL) service to become a permanent offering, which simplified link maintenance for libraries nationwide.
· Serving as General Coordinator of the University of California (UC) CONSER Funnel project from 2006 to 2016, expanding training opportunities and enabling more libraries to contribute high-quality serials records to the cooperative program.
· Contributing significantly to the CONSER BIBFRAME Task Group, advancing linked data applications in serials cataloging. 
Valerie Bross was an early adopter of new technologies and tools, frequently involved in testing and training others through webinars and online resources. She participated in or led numerous PCC/CONSER task forces and co-chaired the ALCTS-CRCC RDA Testing Task Force. 


Awards and Recognition
Valerie Bross received several honors for her contributions:
· LAUC-LA Librarian of the Year Award (2003) from the Librarians Association of the University of California, Los Angeles.
· Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship Award from the American Library Association (2012), recognizing her distinguished contributions to serials librarianship, leadership in cooperative cataloging, and training innovations.
· California Library Association Technical Services Award of Achievement (2013). 
· Following her death, colleagues honored Valerie Bross with a memorial festschrift issue of Cataloging & Classification Quarterly (Volume 56, Issues 2–3, 2018), titled “Setting Standards to Work and Live By.” It included a detailed article on her professional career and life by John J. Riemer, along with contributions reflecting her influence on serials cataloging, cooperative programs, and standards development. 
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Valerie Bross passed away on October 11, 2016.

Colleagues described Valerie Bross as possessing tireless energy, enthusiasm for learning, analytical skill, creativity, and a generous spirit. She was known as an exceptional mentor who supported colleagues and advanced the profession through both technical expertise and collaborative leadership. 
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