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“Agility is defined as being nimble and quick moving. In the context of library services and resources, it could mean being able to quickly and effectively change priorities and or strategic directions to meet user information needs.” -- Alan, Robert, and Lisa German. “From My Library to Our Library: Changing a Culture in Tough Times.” In Anything Goes: Charleston Conference Proceedings 2010, 232–[end of chapter]. West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press / Against the Grain Press, 2012.

Robert (Bob) Alan (1946–2016) was an American academic librarian specializing in acquisitions, serials management, and collection development. 
He served for over two decades at the Pennsylvania State University Libraries and made significant contributions to professional organizations, particularly the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALCTS), a division of the American Library Association (ALA). 
He was
 born December 25, 1946, in Sharon, Pennsylvania. 

He spent the majority of his career at Penn State University Libraries as Head of Serials and Acquisitions Services (also described as Head of Acquisitions Services). In this capacity, he oversaw the timely and effective acquisition of library materials to support the university’s teaching and research missions. His professional focus centered on serials, approval plans, and broader issues in technical services and collection management in large research libraries. 

He was an active presenter, respected author, and leader in the library profession. Within ALCTS, he held multiple leadership roles, including service on the Serials Section’s Acquisitions Committee and Publications Committee. In the Acquisitions Section, he chaired the Nominating Committee, served on the Policy and Planning Committee, and chaired the Section itself. He also served as a member of the ALCTS Board of Directors. 
Alan’s life and professional service were honored posthumously by the ALA Council in a memorial resolution adopted on January 24, 2017, which recognized his dedication, leadership, and contributions to acquisitions and serials librarianship. 

His work helped advance practices in technical services and collection development in academic libraries, leaving a legacy of collaborative leadership and practical scholarship in the field.

Librarians at Penn State Libraries provided these vignettes of a humble, kind, supportive coworker:
“I worked with Bob for many years here in Tech Services and found him a quiet but friendly colleague. We both presented at the Charleston Conference a decade or two ago and also served together on the LFO Research Committee. His humor was kind of in the Bob Newhart vein, and it was a huge loss to us when he passed.”  -- Robert B. Freeborn, Music/AV Cataloging Librarian
“He was among a group of co-authors on an article that was my first peer-reviewed publication…I was a part-time staff member from 2002 to 2005 (before getting my first librarian job at Altoona in 2005) when he and I were included in the group that published the aforementioned article. He was very soft-spoken and very kind.”  -- Jeffrey A. Knapp, Larry & Ellen Foster Librarian for Communications
“He was always willing to chip in with the Open House clean-up. Back in the early days of the event, there was a lot of glitter and confetti involved, which left a mess. I have this memory of Bob, a department head who was very quiet and generally kept to himself, vacuuming the entire room where the Open House was held. It was so needed and appreciated and definitely something unexpected from the head of serials and acquisitions.” –Emily Rimland, Department Head, Library Learning Services

Selected Publications
Alan, Robert, and Lisa German. “From My Library to Our Library: Changing a Culture in Tough Times.” In Anything Goes: Charleston Conference Proceedings 2010, 232–[end of chapter]. West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press / Against the Grain Press, 2012. 
Alan, Robert, Tina E. Chrzastowski, Lisa German, and Lynn Wiley. “Approval Plan Profile Assessment in Two Large ARL Libraries.” Library Resources & Technical Services 54, no. 2 (2010): 64–76.
Atkinson, Ross. Community, Collaboration, and Collections: The Writings of Ross Atkinson. Edited by Robert Alan and Bonnie MacEwan. With an introduction by Sarah Thomas. Chicago: Association for Library Collections & Technical Services, 2005.


Sources
American Library Association. “A Memorial Resolution Honoring Robert (Bob) Alan (1946-2016).” Adopted by the ALA Council, January 24, 2017, Atlanta, Georgia.  
“Obituary of Robert Alan, 69.” StateCollege.com. Accessed June 30, 2026. 


Submitted by ALA Member

image1.png




