Joseph de Berry – 1931-1979
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“I did not know Joseph de Berry, but as a young librarian at a small college I knew Choice reviews on cards which he oversaw. Each month I would sort them and take them to faculty for selection. If one thing ever engaged faculty in book selection it was those wonderful Choice cards. They would be returned to me with exclamation and decisions.”--Kathleen

Joseph Gilbert Thorp de Berry (also styled Joseph G. T. de Berry or Joseph de Berry; July 23, 1931 – May 25, 1979) was an American publishing executive who specialized in book and periodical promotion, advertising, and production. 

Joseph de Berry  is best remembered in library and information science circles for his role at Choice magazine, a key publication of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL, a division of the American Library Association). 
 Joseph de Berry was born in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota. He graduated from Haverford College in Pennsylvania in 1954 (Class of 1954). A yearbook entry humorously described him as embodying a “Southern Gentleman” persona on campus—complete with a ten-gallon hat, boots, and later a gold-headed cane—while noting his interest in reviving calling cards and dueling, and plans involving Texas cattle. 
In September 1961, de Berry became engaged to Carol; they later married. The couple lived in Portland, Connecticut, and had two daughters. 
By the time he joined Choice in 1972, de Berry had accumulated fourteen years of professional experience in book and periodical promotion and advertising. His prior roles included:
· Advertising and promotion assistant at G. K. Hall and Co. (a publisher known for library-related materials such as catalogs and indexes).
· Rights and permissions manager at Yale University Press.
· Assistant director at Tompson-Malone, Inc. (an affiliate of Archon Books).
· Marketing manager at the University of Pennsylvania Press.
At Choice (published under ACRL/ALA auspices for academic libraries), he served as manager of advertising and production. His responsibilities encompassed advertising sales, subscription promotion, the manufacture and distribution of Choice magazine and Reviews-on-Cards, and financial record-keeping. 

While not a practicing librarian with a documented library science degree or library employment, his work directly supported the library community through a major ALA-affiliated publication that provides book reviews and selection tools for academic and research libraries.
Joseph de Berry died on May 25, 1979, at age 47, in the crash of American Airlines Flight 191 shortly after takeoff from Chicago O’Hare International Airport (a major aviation disaster that killed 273 people on board and two on the ground). He was traveling to Los Angeles to attend the American Booksellers Association convention. 

He is buried at Swedish Cemetery in Portland, Middlesex County, Connecticut. His death was noted with sorrow in ACRL and ALA publications, with colleagues expressing sympathy to his family. 
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