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Video: Recordando a la Dra. Vigo -Link to  Video Tribute is here 

Luisa Carolina Vigo- Cepeda was a distinguished Puerto Rican librarian, professor, administrator, and foundational leader in Caribbean librarianship. She was an active member of the American Library Association; Association of Library and Information science Education (ALISE); and the Beta Beta Kappa, Puerto Rico Chapter of Beta Phi Mu.
 Widely regarded as a pillar of Puerto Rican and regional library development, she co-founded the Association of Caribbean University, Research and Institutional Libraries (ACURIL) and held numerous leadership roles that advanced professional education, collaboration, and access to information across the Caribbean. 

Dr. Luisa Carolina Vigo- Cepeda was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico. she earned her Bachelor of Arts in Humanities with a concentration in Literature and Languages from the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Campus (UPRRP). She went on to complete a Master of Science in Library Science at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio (with a specialization in academic and special libraries), a second master’s degree in Higher Education (focused on administration and research), and a Ph.D. in Library and Information Science from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (specializing in academic and special repositories). 

Her professional career spanned more than five decades, primarily at the University of Puerto Rico system. She served as director of libraries at the UPR Humacao and Mayagüez campuses, as well as within the UPRRP library system and as director of the Archivo de Arquitectura y Construcción (AACUPR) at UPRRP. 
Additional roles included Bibliotecaria IV in the External Resources Program at the UPRRP Architecture Library and assistant to the dean. As a full professor (Catedrática) in the Escuela Graduada de Ciencias y Tecnologías de la Información (EGCTI) at UPRRP, she taught courses in librarianship and served as interim director of the EGCTI from 2008 to 2012.
 She also taught at the InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico (San Germán campus), offered specialized programs for Puerto Rico’s public libraries, and delivered distance and continuing-education courses for institutions in the Dominican Republic, including the Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra and the Biblioteca Nacional Pedro Henríquez Ureña. 

Visionary Role in Regional Library Cooperation

Dr. 
Vigo-Cepeda’s most enduring legacy stems from her visionary role in regional library cooperation. In 1969 she coordinated the first conference of university and research librarians in the Caribbean (sponsored by UNICA and the University of Puerto Rico’s Institute of Caribbean Studies). 
At that meeting, founded the Association of Caribbean University, Research and Institutional Libraries (ACURIL)  was formally established. Dr. 
Vigo-Cepeda  was elected its first Secretary-Treasurer and later served as president (2003) and Executive Secretary (from 2008 onward), while also coordinating the Publications and Public Relations Committee. She co-founded the organization alongside Dr. Alma Jordan of the University of the West Indies and Dr. Albertina Pérez de Rosa of UPR. 
She was also twice president of the Sociedad de Bibliotecarios de Puerto Rico (SBPR; 1970 and 1982–1984) and served as secretary of the ARCHIRED Puerto Rico board and technical advisor to its bulletin. 

She organized and led numerous workshops, conferences, and research projects, mentoring generations of librarians and encouraging students to present at local, Caribbean, and international forums.
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 Dr. 
Vigo-Cepeda chaired the national committee for the 2011 International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)  World Library and Information Congress held in Puerto Rico and remained an active member of international associations. Her work emphasized innovation, disaster preparedness in libraries, open access, and the preservation of Caribbean cultural heritage. [Vigo-Cepeda, Luisa. “Official Invitation.” World Library and Information Congress: 77th IFLA General Conference and Assembly. International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA)].
Dr. 
Vigo-Cepeda was remembered by colleagues as an indefatigable mentor, innovator, and “spark” who combined rigorous scholarship with warmth, humor, and a deep commitment to her students—often hosting Saturday work sessions in her office filled with snacks and encouragement. She frequently expressed gratitude to collaborators with the word “agradecida.” 

After her passing on November 26, 2020, in San Juan, Puerto Rico, tributes poured in from across the Caribbean library community. 
The University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras Library System dedicated its 2023 Library Week to her memory, featuring exhibitions of her personal memorabilia, donations of books from her collection to Puerto Rican schools, and fundraising for the Luisa Vigo Cepeda Scholarship. 
ACURIL established a memorial fund in her honor, and her legacy continues through the many professionals she trained and the enduring regional network she helped build. 
Dr. 
Vigo-Cepeda’s
 life exemplified dedicated service to the library profession, transforming scattered institutional efforts into a collaborative Caribbean framework that continues to support education, research, and cultural preservation throughout the region.
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