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Nasser Sharify (September 23, 1925 – August 23, 2013) was an Iranian-American librarian, information scientist, educator, administrator, consultant, poet, and pioneering advocate for international librarianship. He was  a foundational figure in modernizing library education and services in Iran and advancing global perspectives in the field. 
Sharify was born
 in Tehran, Iran and graduated from Tehran University in 1947. As a young man, he pursued literary interests alongside his studies; his poetry and articles appeared in magazines, and his song lyrics were performed by well-known artists on radio and in films. He briefly worked in New Delhi as an announcer and poet-in-residence at All India Radio. Returning to Iran, he served as Deputy Director of the Library of Parliament (1949–1953) and wrote the film script Morad, which was produced and provided funds for his move to the United States. 

Sharify arrived in the U.S. in 1953 and earned an M.S. in 1954 and a Ph.D. in Library Science in 1958 from Columbia University. 
In 1959 he published Cataloging Persian Works, Including Rules for Transliteration, Entry, and Description.
 His early professional work included directing a UNESCO graduate training program at the National Teacher’s College in Tehran (1960). 
He founded and directed the International Library Information Center (ILIC) at the University of Pittsburgh. From 1966 to 1968 he headed the Office of International Librarianship, Learning Resources, and Information Services (or International Documentation Center) for the State University of New York system. 
He participated in a U.S. AID mission to Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan (1966) and served as a UNESCO consultant, notably helping design Morocco’s first school of library and information science (1973). He consulted, lectured, and mentored extensively in countries including Afghanistan, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, Syria, and Turkey. 

In 1968 Sharify was appointed Dean and Professor of the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York, a role he held until 1987. In 1987 he was named Distinguished Professor and Dean Emeritus; he continued teaching into his mid-80s. 
From 1975 to 1977 he chaired the board of consultants for the Pahlavi National Library of Iran project, helping introduce concepts of modern librarianship and plan a national library and information network in his home country. 

Sharify received major honors for his contributions: 
·  Kaula Gold Medal (1985, awarded annually to one international leader or scholar in library and information science) [See Baba in Sources]. 
· Shah’s Crown Medal (1977). [See Iranian American Society of New York in Sources].
· American Library Association, John Ames Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award for International Librarianship (2004).
· American Library Association resolution of appreciation (1999), and A memorial resolution honoring his life and work in 2014. 

Beyond librarianship, Sharify was a poet whose work reflected themes of cultural identity, harmony, and humanism. Shortly before his death he published A Homeful Sound (Brown & Sons Publishing, 2013), his second volume of English-language poetry (also translated into French). The title poem had originally been written for and presented to the Shah of Iran in 1954 and broadcast on Tehran radio. 
A 2012 festschrift, A BELT around the World, further celebrated his global impact on education, lifelong learning, and librarianship. 

Nasser Sharify died August 23, 2013. 

His legacy endures through the Nasser Sharify Lecture Series established at Pratt Institute in 1988, and the Nasser Sharify Archives at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. 

Selected Publications

Nasser Sharify’s publications span early literary and creative works in Persian (poetry, essays, song lyrics, and a film script), foundational scholarly work in library cataloging and international librarianship, major planning reports for national library development, and later English-language poetry. Many of his professional writings, reports, speeches, and research materials are preserved in the Nasser Sharify Papers (OAC finding aid).
Pre-1953 (Iran and India Period) Sharify’s earliest writings were primarily in Persian and creative/literary in nature.
· Various poems, literary essays, and political articles published in Iranian magazines and periodicals (late 1940s–early 1950s). 
· Song lyrics performed by well-known artists on radio, in films, and at concerts (late 1940s–early 1950s). 
· Film script: Morad (produced in Iran, circa early 1950s; proceeds helped fund his studies in the United States).
Sharify, Nasser. Cataloging of Persian Works: Including Rules for Transliteration, Entry, and Description. Chicago: American Library Association, 1959. (Based on his 1958 doctoral dissertation at Columbia University; a microform version of the dissertation also exists under a similar title: A Code for the Cataloging of Persian Publications.)
Sharify, Nasser. “Beyond the National Frontiers: The International Dimension of Changing Library Education for a Changing World.” Libri 24, no. 2 (1974): 129–42.
Sharify, Nasser. The Pahlavi National Library of the Future: A Summary of Its Origin, Its Planning, Its Objectives and Its Services. New York: Board of Consultants, Pahlavi National Library, 1976.
(19-page summary).
Sharify, Nasser. “Beyond the National Frontiers: The International Dimension of Changing Library Education for a Changing World.” In March of Library Science: Kaula Festschrift, edited by C. V. Subba Rao and Amitabha Chatterjee. New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 1979.
Sharify, Nasser. A Homeful Sound. Denver, CO: Brown & Sons Publishing, 2013. (Second volume of English-language poetry by the author; also translated into French. The title poem was originally written in 1954 for the Shah of Iran and broadcast on Tehran radio.)

Additional Note:
· Sharify produced numerous unpublished or semi-published reports, memoranda, speeches, and essays on topics such as library education, international librarianship, cataloging standards for Persian materials, UNESCO projects (e.g., Reading Materials Project in Iran, 1962–1963), and library development in Morocco and elsewhere. See “Sharify (Nasser) Papers, 1902-1993 (Bulk 1950-1989).”
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