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James Raymond “Jim” Przepasniak (September 4, 1935 – October 25, 2009) was a dedicated American librarian, library administrator, educator, musician, and ordained deacon whose career spanned academic, public, and regional library systems in Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Texas. 
He was born
 in Buffalo, New York and earned a bachelor’s degree in English, History, and Secondary Education from the University of Steubenville in Ohio. 
He taught for several years before pursuing library science, obtaining a Master of Science in Library Science and Education from the State University of New York at Geneseo. He continued his lifelong commitment to learning with additional certificates, including Archives & Records Management from Case Western Reserve University, Paper Preservation from Dominican University, a Performer’s Certificate from the Chromatic Club of Buffalo, and certificates in Ethnic Studies and Ethnography from institutions in Poland (Dom Kultury in Kielce and Jagiellonian University). 

Przepasniak began his professional library career in 1969 as Head Librarian at Alliance College in Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania. In 1977, he transitioned to public libraries as Coordinator of Technical and Computer Services for the Erie County (PA) Library System. 

In 1990, he moved to the Oak Park (Illinois) Public Library, where he served as Head of Technical Services, Head of Information Services, and Manager of the Maze Branch Library. Former Oak Park director Barbara Ballinger hired him for the technical services role. 

In 2001 James Przepasniak assumed the position of  Main Library Administrator, later upgraded to Deputy Director of Library Services, at the El Paso Public Library in Texas—a role he held until his death in 2009. 

He was active in numerous professional organizations and held leadership positions, including service on the American Library Association (ALA) Presidential Advisory Committee (2003–2005) under Carol Brey-Casiano.
He was  Chair and Archivist of the Border Regional Library Association and  Chair of the Border Regional Archives Group.
 He served various committees of the Library Leadership and Management Association (LLAMA) of the American Library Association.
He was  Chair of the Northwest Interlibrary Cooperative of Pennsylvania; member of the OCLC Cataloging Advisory Committee; Trustee of PRLC/PALINET; Chair of the Northwest Chapter of the Pennsylvania Library Association; and held active membership in REFORMA, the Texas Library Association, and the Illinois Library Association. 
Ordained as a deacon, Przepasniak served most recently at St. Matthew Catholic Church in El Paso. He and Angela were active in St. Edmund Parish in Oak Park, Illinois, and the Hemingway Foundation of Oak Park. 

He lived life fully, with passions for reading, music, and travel. His singing voice was a highlight at library staff events and in groups such as the El Paso Chorale and the El Paso Gilbert & Sullivan Troupe. Colleagues and friends remembered his generous spirit, great sense of humor, compassion, musical talent, and even temperament. 

James Raymond “Jim” Przepasniak died on October 25, 2009 in El Paso, Texas. 
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