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Arthur Solomon Meyers (December 14, 1937 – May 24, 2023) was a longtime librarian and library director known for his community-focused leadership, commitment to library services to labor, advocacy for public funding of libraries, and promotion of civil discourse through discussion groups.  He was elected President of the Reference and Adult Services Division of the American Library Association for 1989–1990.

Art Meyers was born in New York City and grew up in the Bronx and Florida. 
He served two years in the U.S. Army (peacetime deployment to Germany) before beginning a career in librarianship in the 1950s. 
He earned a BA degree in History from the University of Miami and a master’s degree in library science from Columbia University.

Meyers served as a librarian and director at public libraries in New York City, Detroit, Baltimore, St. Louis, and Muncie (Indiana).
In Muncie the library won the first   John Sessions Memorial Award in 1981. This ALA/RUSA award for service to labor was presented to Muncie Public Library (MPL) thanks to then Director Arthur Meyers (1980-1986). His presentation “Libraries and the Unemployed” discussed how libraries support the information needs of job seekers. The presentation led to MPL’s participation in Project MUNCIE (Muncie Unemployment Community Information Network). The program disseminated information to those seeking employment, and the library sponsored a community forum: “Coping with Unemployment in Muncie.” 
[image: ][image: ]
John Sessions was a former AFL-CIO (American Federation of Labor – Congress of Industrial Organizations) co-chair of the AFL-CIO/ALA Joint Committee on Library Service to Labor Groups. The “John Sessions Memorial Award recognizes a library or library system which has made significant effort to work with the labor community and by doing so has brought recognition to the history and contribution of the labor movement to the development of the United States” (RUSA, John Sessions Memorial Award). 

While director of the Hammond Public Library, Meyers was Project Director for the National Endowment for the Humanities initiative titled “Books for Bicentennial Bookshelf” tied to the U.S. Constitution’s bicentennial celebrations. This grant aligned with Meyers’ emphasis on humanities programming, grant-writing, and community engagement during his Hammond tenure (1986/87–1996/97). It overlapped with his LSCA-funded literacy and workforce projects (e.g., Hammond Workforce 2000). From October 1993 to September 1994, the Hammond Workforce 2000 project provided equipment and materials to extend literacy efforts to older adults at the Hammond Public Library. 


In May 1997, Meyers was appointed director of Russell Library in Middletown, Connecticut, serving for 19 years until his retirement in February 2016. During his tenure, he transformed the library into a vibrant community hub amid the rise of the internet era. He emphasized listening to patrons’ needs rather than imposing top-down programs—leading to strong job-and-career services (including interview coaching and office-skills classes), children’s programming, historical and cultural exhibits, and teen offerings. 
He presided over the library’s annual naturalization ceremonies around the Fourth of July, drawing federal judges, U.S. senators, state officials, and local leaders to make the events especially meaningful for new citizens. 


Professional Activity

Arthur Meyers held several leadership and committee roles in the American Library Association (ALA), primarily within its Reference and Adult Services Division (RASD, later renamed RUSA). 
He was co-chair, Cooperative Reference Service Committee, RASD, ALA (circa 1983.
He was elected President, Reference and Adult Services Division (RASD), ALA (1989–1990). He served a full one-year term as the elected president of RASD following the 1972 merger of the Adult Services Division and Reference Services Division.
Meyers was acknowledged for providing input and assistance for the 1999 revision of the “Guidelines for Library Service to Older Adults Library Services to an Aging Population Committee “ (Management and User Services Section [MOUSS] of RUSA), ALA. 

The Open Forum Movement and Public Learning
Meyers was particularly noted for fostering civil dialogue. A plaque installed at Russell Library in his honor reads in part:
 “During his tenure as Director of Russell Library, Arthur Meyers engaged the entire community. His special warmth encouraged diverse populations to connect and discuss issues in the Open Forum style… Art established local groups for discussions on a variety of subjects; many lives have been enriched through his efforts.” 

Meyers wrote Democracy in the Making: The Open Forum Lecture Movement. (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2012). His volume recounted the largely forgotten Open Forum lecture movement (1908–circa 1941), which began at Boston’s Ford Hall Forum and spread to hundreds of communities nationwide. The Open Forum lecture movement was a pioneering early 20th-century American initiative in adult education and democratic public discourse which emphasized free speech, open discussion, and community-based learning on controversial social, economic, and political issues. It was Meyers’ contention that the Open Forum’s emphasis on respectful, evidence-based dialogue remains relevant amid polarized public discourse. 



Meyers passed away May 24, 2023. 
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Meyers Open Forum Collection (MS 114), 1885–2011, is the research collection Arthur S. Meyers donated to Suffolk University (housed in the Moakley Archive and Institute). 
Direct link to the official finding aid . The collection contains 9 boxes of Arthur S. Meyers' research files related to his book, Democracy in the Making: The Open Forum Movement. The book, published in 2012, chronicles the history of the nationwide open forum movement, including the role of the Ford Hall Forum. The collection contains photocopies of letters, articles, and programs related to open forums and the movement’s proponents such as George W. Coleman and Mary Caroline Crawford.




Submitted by Kathleen de la Peña McCook
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REACHING OUT . . . Arthur Meyers, director of the Muncie
Public Library, believes a public library shouid address the needs of
the community it serves, such s the elderly and the unemployed. —
Evening Press photo by Brad Sauter.





image3.jpeg
HE JOHN SESSIONS MEMORIAL AWARD
is presented to the

MUNCIE PUBLIC LIBRARY

for its
tstanding service to the labor community

Reference and Adult Servicés_ D
American Library Asso

San Francisco, June 198





