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Donald William Krummel (July 12, 1929 – June 25, 2026) was a distinguished American music bibliographer, librarian, professor, and scholar whose work profoundly shaped the fields of music librarianship, bibliography, and the history of music printing and publishing. 
Donald William Krummel was born in Sioux City, Iowa. He earned the Bachelor of Music (B.Mus., 1951) and Master of Music (M.Mus., 1953) from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Recognizing the value of librarianship for a scholarly career in music, he continued at Michigan, obtaining a Master of Arts in Library Science (M.A.L.S., 1954) and a Ph.D. (1958). During his graduate years, he served as a Teaching Fellow (1952–1954) and Instructor in Music Literature (1954–1956). 
Dr. Krummel was a reference librarian at the Library of Congress, from 1956 to 1961 in the Music Division.  This period was an important early stage in his career. It gave him direct experience with one of the world’s major music research collections and helped shape his later expertise in music bibliography and librarianship.

In 1962 he was appointed Head of the Reference Department (1962–1964) at the Newberry Library in Chicago, and was promoted to Associate Librarian (1964–1969). The Newberry Library is an independent humanities research library founded in 1887. It is renowned for its rare books, manuscripts, maps, and special collections focused on history, literature, and culture. 
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Dr. Krummel later described these years at the Newberry as among the most important and rewarding of his career, where he gained significant experience managing library operations and deepened his expertise in rare books and bibliography. 
In 1970, Dr. Krummel joined the faculty of the Graduate School of Library and Information Science (GSLIS, now the School of Information Sciences or iSchool) at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He was awarded project grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities in 1976, 1979, and 1983. These grants supported his research in music bibliography and American music history resources, most notably contributing to the landmark reference work Resources of American Music History: A Directory of Source Materials from Colonial Times to World War II (University of Illinois Press, 1981).
Dr. Krummel remained on the faculty at Illinois until his retirement in 1997, after which he continued teaching bibliography courses until 2015. 
He also held honors at Illinois at the Center for Advanced Study, and as  University Scholar, and Centennial Scholar. 
Dr. Krummel 
· also served on the faculty of the Rare Book School, first at Columbia University and later at the University of Virginia, from 1990 to 2008 where he taught: 
· ” How to Research a Rare Book” (1990–2002); 
· “Music as Bibliographical Artifact” (1994); and
·  “The History of American Music Printing & Publishing (2002–2008).
These courses drew on his expertise in music bibliography, using the Rare Book School collections of music printing surfaces, original sheet music, and bibliographical tools.



Professional Service and Leadership

Dr. Krummel was elected President of the Music Library Association (MLA) from 1981 to 1983 and as a Counselor for the American Library Association (1964–1968).
He was also active in these societies:
· Bibliographical Society of America (named Honorary Member in 2017), 
· Bibliographical Society (London),
· American Antiquarian Society,
· Society for American Music, 
· American Printing History Association,
· Caxton Club (Chicago), 
· Grolier Club (New York). 

Selected Honors and Awards
Dr. Krummel’s scholarship was foundational to music bibliography and the history of music printing and publishing. 
In respect and honor for his career the festschrift, Music Publishing & Collecting: Essays in Honor of Donald W. Krummel, edited by David Hunter,  was published in 1994 with essays by scholars in music bibliography, librarianship, historical music trade practices, British music publishing/collecting, subscription lists (e.g., Handel-related), violin culture and commerce in Britain, and collector archives or specific music collections.[ See Sources for reviews by Henry and Jones]. 
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· Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies Scholar in Residence (1969)
· Henry E. Huntington Library Grant-in-Aid (1965)
· Newberry Library Traveling Research Fellow (1969–1970)
· University College London Honorary Research Fellow (1974–1975) 
· Guggenheim Fellowship (1976–1977)
· Vincent H. Duckles Award from the Music Library Association for Resources of American Music History: A Directory of Source Materials from Colonial Times to World War II. [The Award is for the best book-length bibliography or reference work in music]. 1983.

· American Library Association. G.K. Hall Award (1987).

· The Society for American Music. Irving Lowens Award (1989) 
· University of Illinois University Scholar (1991) 
· In 1994 (around his 65th birthday), colleagues published Music Publishing & Collecting: Essays in Honor of Donald W. Krummel, a festschrift celebrating his contributions. 
· Beta Phi Mu Award (1999), for distinguished service to education for librarianship
· The Society for American Music. Lifetime Achievement Award (2012) 
· American Printing History Association. Laureate Award (2004). 
· Bibliographical Society of America Honorary Member. 2017.

Donald W. Krummel’s meticulous scholarship, teaching, and leadership helped establish rigorous standards in music bibliography and preserved and made accessible vast resources for the study of music history, particularly American music. His work continues to influence librarians, bibliographers, musicologists, and printing historians. 
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Note: 
Dr. Krummel also wrote reviews, chapters, and dictionary entries (including sections on music printing and publishing) in the New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. These include:
· Krummel, Donald W. “Publishing and Printing of Music.” In The New Grove Dictionary of American Music, edited by H. Wiley Hitchcock and Stanley Sadie. 4 vols. London: Macmillan Press, 1986.

· Boorman, Stanley, Eleanor Selfridge-Field, and Donald W. Krummel. “Printing and publishing of music.” In Grove Music Online. Oxford Music Online. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2001. Accessed June 28, 2026. 


His research emphasized the intersection of music, printing technology, publishing history, and library resources, providing essential tools for scholars studying American music and early printed music.
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