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Michael Anthony Geeraedts (1962-2014) was a cataloger at Highland Park Public Library and adjunct library science professor at Dominican University.  He earned a double bachelor’s degree in art history and English literature from Quincy University and master’s degrees in library science and special education from Dominican University.  
Geeraedts coauthored a journal article about an innovative way of teaching cataloging.  The method involved having assigning professional catalogers to serve as mentors to MLIS students.  The students would post bibliographic records to an online discussion board and their mentors would then offer feedback (Aulik et al, 2014). This process allowed knowledge from practitioners to nourish new librarians as well as build relationships between the two groups.  One wonders if a similar technique could be used to teach other subfields of librarianship, such as by having students post answers to reference questions for review by practicing reference librarians.
In his obituary (Herald-Whig, 2014), Geeraedts is described as loving books and music. He was also known as a “pet lover, as evidenced by the never to be publicly disclosed veterinary bills” (Herald-Whig, 2014). He spoke out about political issues he cared about.  Further, “he was a dedicated collector of every variation of gnome”(Herald-Whig, 2014).  Geeraedts was married to James Parker who described Geeraedts as the “love and light of his life” (Herald-Whig, 2014).  
Karina Andrus of Evanston Public Library, who proposed this tribute to him, worked with Geeraedts and wrote:
 “I didn't know Michael well, but I briefly worked in Technical Services with him at the time that he died. I remember talking with him about music and movies, and he told me he thought I would be a good cataloger. I told him I wasn't so sure at the time, but now here I am, a cataloger, in a profession I love that I would not have otherwise considered.”

How wonderful are established librarians like Michael Anthony Geeraedts who welcome and support newcomers to the field.

--Submitted by Karina Andrus
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