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“He prided himself on mentoring younger librarians who became forces within the profession. He added joy to professional meetings with his irascible sense of humor.” –Sue Martin
Stuart Forth (full name William Stuart Forth; August 13, 1923 – July 31, 2010) was an American academic librarian and library administrator known for his leadership at several major universities. He served as director of libraries at the University of Kentucky and as dean of university libraries (and director of Commonwealth libraries) at Pennsylvania State University. 

Forth was born in Manistee, Michigan in 1923.
He served in the U.S. Army Air Corps in the Pacific theater during World War II (1943–1945). 
After the war, he earned a B.A. in 1949 and an M.A. (in library science) in 1950 from the University of Michigan, followed by a Ph.D. from the University of Washington in 1963. He was a scholar-librarian with expertise in American history, architecture, and English literature. 

Forth began his professional career in the reference department of the Seattle Public Library.
 He then became librarian of the undergraduate library at the University of Kansas. 
He later served as director of libraries at the University of Kentucky. 
In 1973, he was appointed dean of university libraries at Pennsylvania State University, 
Forth led the computerization of the library system--the development of the Library Information Access System (LIAS), one of the early computerized library catalog and access systems that linked multiple campuses and phased out card catalogs. He wrote the entry. “Pennsylvania State University Libraries.” In the Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science in 1977.

Forth was active in professional associations and contributed to discussions on university librarianship, including through interviews and publications. 
He was elected President of the Pennsylvania Library Association (1979–1980).
After retirement, he was named dean emeritus of University Libraries at Penn State. 
In January 1989, President Ronald Reagan appointed him to the Advisory Committee of the White House Conference on Library and Information Services. 

An archival collection of Stuart Forth’s papers is held at the Pennsylvania State University Libraries, and an oral history interview documenting his time at the University of Kentucky is available through Kentucky oral history projects.
He died July 31, 2010 in Manistee, Michigan. In lieu of flowers, the family suggested memorial gifts to the Manistee County Public Library. 
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