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Introduction
Kenya Siana Flash was the librarian for political science, global information, and government information at the Marx Science and Social Science Library at Yale University. Born in Jamaica on July 14, 1980, she moved to Buffalo, New York with her mother and siblings at a young age.  After high school, Kenya attended Lafayette College in Easton, PA, where she majored in government and law. She continued her studies at East Stroudsburg University where she earned a master’s degree in political science and at Drexel University where she earned her master’s in library science.

Kenya’s academic librarianship career began as an adjunct reference librarian at Wilkes University.  In 2015 she began a three year residency at the University of Tennessee Knoxville as a Diversity Resident Librarian and Research Assistant Professor working in the instruction, collections, and assessment departments and serving as the Social Sciences liaison.  After her residency at the University of Tennessee, she was hired by Yale University in 2017 where she worked until her passing in 2021.



Contributions to librarianship
Kenya’s professional associations included membership and very active involvement in ALA’s Government Documents Round Table (GODORT) and ACRL’s Politics, Policy, and International Relations Section (PPIRS).  She was also a member of the 2018 class of the Emerging Leaders program, ALA’s leadership development program for new library workers.  Beyond her work and professional interest in social science librarianship and government documents, Kenya was also a dedicated advocate for equity, diversity, inclusion and justice in the field of librarianship. Kenya’s life and career inspired many.  In 2022 GODORT and PPIRS, established the Kenya S. Flash Virtual Lecture Series in Librarianship to honor their colleague and her career.  In 2023, Yale Library created a three year long residency program in honor of Kenya to continue her work in DEIA advocacy in libraries.  
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