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Sister Frances Dolores Donnelly (born Marie Dolores Lorraine Donnelly; March 31, 1914 – January 8, 1987) was a Canadian librarian, library educator, and member of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of Halifax. 
She made significant contributions to academic librarianship, library education, adult education, and the development of national library services in Canada.
 She was born in St. John’s, Newfoundland, entered the postulancy of the Sisters of Charity at Mount Saint Vincent in Halifax in 1936, taking the religious name Francis Dolores. She professed her vows in 1939. 
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Her early education included a B.A. in Modern Languages from Mount Saint Vincent College (affiliated with Dalhousie University) in 1936. She earned a Bachelor of Library Science from Mount Saint Vincent in 1940.
Donnelly’s career began in 1940 in Reserve Mines, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, where she served as librarian and director of adult education until 1950. She pioneered school and children’s library services and collaborated with Father James Tompkins on the Antigonish Movement, advancing adult education and cooperative initiatives in rural communities. The Antigonish Movement was a Canadian social reform and adult education initiative centered in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, during the 1920s–1940s (with influence extending into later decades). It aimed to combat rural poverty, economic exploitation, and social inequality—especially among fishing, farming, and mining communities—through grassroots education, co-operatives, and self-help rather than government handouts or radical political upheaval.
She earned a Master of Library Science from the University of Toronto in 1954.
From 1950 to 1957, she was assistant librarian at Mount Saint Vincent College (later University), and she also taught in its library school from 1951 to 1956.
Sister Frances Dolores Donnelly earned the Ph.D. in Library Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1971. Her dissertation was: “The National Library of Canada: Forces in Its Emergence and in the Identification of Its Role and Responsibilities.” University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1971.
In 1971, Donnelly joined the Faculty of Library Science at the University of Toronto as an associate professor, advancing to full professor in the Faculty of Library and Information Science in 1976. She taught courses on research collections in Canadiana, Canadian literature in the humanities, and the social environment of libraries until her retirement as professor emerita in 1982.
Throughout her career, Donnelly was active in professional associations, serving on the boards of the Canadian Library Association and the Institute of Professional Librarians of Ontario, as well as the American Library Association Committee on Accreditation. 
She received honors, including induction into Beta Phi Mu, the Howard Phalin World Book Graduate Scholarship, and research grants from the National Library of Canada and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council.
Sister Frances Dolores Donnelly died January 8, 1987 at the Mount Saint Vincent Motherhouse in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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Sister Frances Dolores Donnelly also worked on an unfinished history of the Sisters of Charity of Halifax (begun around 1981), but it was not completed or published before her death in 1987.
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