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Dr. Debra Wilcox Johnson (1953-2012) was a librarian, educator, manager, and library assessment researcher.
An exceptional student, she attended Luther College in Decorah, Iowa on full scholarship.  She won the Luther College President’s Most Outstanding Graduate Award in 1975. She went on to earn her MLIS from Case Western Reserve University and her doctorate in library and information studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
She taught at the Graduate School of Library and Information Studies at the University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana, and of the School of Library and Information Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She later founded Johnson & Johnson Consulting.
Johnson published a host of articles, reports, and books about assessing library services.  She called for consistency and systematic approaches to evaluation, as in her articles on evaluating public library literacy programming, interlibrary loan systems, and online catalogs.  Her career included a stint at the Library Research Center at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (UIUC)'s Graduate School of Library and Information Science, a department that conducted intensive evaluation research for libraries.
In stepping back out into the field when needed, Johnson served as interim director for various public libraries, and she oversaw a $14 million fund to establish the first public library in Fitchburg, Wisconsin.
Johnson leveraged her expertise in management and assessment to help colleagues flourish.  For example, she conducted a teleconference workshop, “Success in the Library Workplace: You Have The Power,” with modules on preparing a portfolio, “managing your boss,” and taking charge of one’s success.  She included thought-provoking discussion questions that are as relevant to today as they were at the turn of the century (her lesson plan is available on pages 17-19 of Slusar, L. (2000). Soaring to Excellence 2000: You Have the Power! Teleconference for Library Personnel, College of DuPage, https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED439721.pdf).  
In addition, she contributed several chapters to the book: Zweizig, D. (1996). The tell it! manual: The complete program for evaluating library performance. American Library Association.
Johnson displayed one of the fundamentals of a successful librarian: the ability to fuse technical knowledge with people skills.  The writer of her obituary in HNG News said that “her social and business success came from her deep content knowledge and the ability to use that knowledge with humor and grace, winning allies and defusing opposition.”  Associate Dean Linda Smith of the UIUC School of Information Sciences noted in the School’s news feed that “Deb Johnson delighted in sharing her considerable expertise with her students.”  Rachael Page, Assistant Director of Deerfield Public Library, submitted this tribute and shared that “Deb was my mom's best friend and the reason I am now a librarian as well.”
Johnson liked watching films, traveling, and, of course, reading.
--Submitted by Rachael Page
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