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Larry Earl Bone (1932–1989) was an American librarian, administrator, and educator who was elected as president of the Reference and Adult Services Division (RASD) of the American Library Association in 1978–1979. 

Bone’s career included:
· assistant head of the Gift Section at the Library of Congress. 
· librarian at George Mason College (now George Mason University) in Fairfax, Virginia; 
· deputy librarian of the American Library in Paris, France; 
· assistant director of the Graduate School of Library Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 
· assistant director for public services at the Memphis and Shelby County Public Library and Information Center; 
· and director of the Burrow Library at Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee. 

In 1977 he joined Mercy College in Dobbs Ferry, New York (and its affiliated Westchester campus of Long Island University) as director of libraries and professor. There he supervised the library system’s expansion to six branches before retiring at the end of January 1989. 

He also held visiting professorships at graduate schools of library science and was awarded a Council on Library Resources fellowship in 1974. 
He was a leader in
 RASD, and elected as President in 1978–1979.  He served seven years on the RASD Outstanding Reference Books Committee, chairing it twice. 
Larry Earl Bone
 edited three books, two issues of Library Trends, and wrote articles, focusing on topics such as library education, urban library trends, reference services, and collection development. 

Selected Publications

Bone, Larry Earl, ed. Library Education: An International Survey. Urbana: University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science, 1968. (Papers from the International Conference on Education for Librarianship.) 
Bone, Larry Earl, ed. Library School Teaching Methods: Courses in the Selection of Adult Materials. Urbana: University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science, 1969. (Papers from the 1968 Conference on Library School Teaching Methods.) 
Bone, Larry Earl.  “Study in Renewal: A Library in Search of Itself.” Library Journal 97, no. 5 (March 1, 1972): 844–847. 
Bone, Larry Earl, ed. “Current Trends in Urban Main Libraries.” Library Trends 20, no. 4 (Spring 1972). 
Bone, Larry Earl, ed. Reference Books for Small and Medium-sized Libraries. 3rd ed. Compiled by the Ad Hoc Committee for the Third Edition, Reference and Adult Services Division, American Library Association. Chicago: American Library Association, 1979. 
Bone, Larry Earl, ed. “Community Analysis and Libraries.”  Library Trends 24, No. 3 (January 1976 / Winter 1976).( examined methods and applications of community analysis in library planning and services.)

Additional articles include contributions such as annual lists of outstanding reference books for Library Journal (e.g., “Reference Books of 1972”) in Bone’s capacity as chair or member of the RASD Outstanding Reference Books Committee.
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