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Gloria Anne (Gilliland) Zavish was born November 6, 1948, in Hillsdale, Michigan.  She moved with her family to Bradenton, Florida, at age two. She graduated from Manatee High School in 1966, attended Manatee Junior College, and earned her Master’s Degree in Library Science from Florida State University in 1970—where she also met her future husband, Bernard “Bernie” Zavish. They married that year and eventually settled in North Miami after a brief time in Deland. 

Her 29-year career with the City of North Miami Public Library defined much of her professional legacy. Starting as Assistant Director, she was promoted to Library Director in 1978. 
Under Gloria’s leadership, the library flourished: services and programs expanded significantly, and through her fundraising efforts and oversight, a $1.3 million addition was completed in 1991, doubling the facility’s size to over 23,000 square feet. In 1994, she oversaw its automation, introducing an online library system, a lifelong learning center, and public internet access—advancements that brought modern technology and educational resources to the community long before they were commonplace. 


Gloria’s impact extended far beyond North Miami. She was deeply involved with the American Library Association (ALA), the Florida Library Association (FLA, where she served on the Legislative Committee), and was a founding member and president (1990–1991) of the Florida Public Library Association (FPLA). 
A tireless advocate, she worked statewide to secure equal access to state funding for independent municipal libraries like North Miami’s—efforts that culminated in a 2003 change to Florida Statutes. 
Her dedication earned the Key to the City of North Miami, and the designation of February 12, 2002, as “Gloria Zavish Day” upon her retirement on February 1, 2002. 
Colleagues and friends described her as a cherished mentor who offered encouragement, a joyful and funny professional presence, and a caring, thoughtful, wise, and humorous friend whose adventures and positive influence enriched countless lives. One lifelong friend of nearly 50 years called her “the best of friends,” while library staff and successors spoke of her lasting contributions to community growth and her open heart. 
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