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Pauline Winnick had a distinguished 30+ year career as a public librarian, division leader, mentor, author, and federal policy specialist. She bridged innovative local youth services with national initiatives for equitable library access during the post-WWII expansion era and the Great Society/War on Poverty period. In 1958–1959 Winnick was elected president of the Young Adult Services Division (YASD later YALSA).
The eleventh annual Alumni Achievement Award of the Simmons College SLS Alumni Association honored Pauline Winnick, "in recognition of a distinguished career in librarianship."

Winnick joined (or received a documented professional appointment at) the Boston Public Library around 1957, appearing in the library’s annual report “APPOINTMENTS” section that year. alongside other new professional staff. By the late 1950s she served as Coordinator of Young Adult Services, overseeing YA collections and programming across the system and branches. 

While Coordinator of Young Adult Services at the Boston Public Library,  she was remembered by colleague M. Jane Manthorne (YASD/YALSA president 1971–1972) as a “brilliant, witty” mentor and collaborator. Together they championed the inclusion of mass-market paperbacks in YA collections in the 1960s, making them available for teen checkout at a time when many librarians dismissed them for durability issues. 

In 1958–1959 Winnick was elected president of the Young Adult Services Division (YASD) of the American Library Association (the predecessor to today’s YALSA), during the division’s early years of growth following its formal establishment. 
War on Poverty

Later Winnick moved to Washington, D.C., becoming Public Library Specialist for Services to Children and Young Adults in the Library Services Branch of the U.S. Office of Education. In this national role she focused on federal initiatives tied to the Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA), the War on Poverty, and outreach to disadvantaged and handicapped populations. 

Librarian involvement at the federal level in the War on Poverty (part of Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great Society agenda, launched in 1964) centered on leveraging libraries as tools for education, literacy, information access, and community outreach to disadvantaged populations—especially the poor, urban minorities, rural underserved groups, seniors, illiterates, and others targeted by programs like Head Start, Community Action Programs (CAPs), adult basic education, and job training. 
This was about positioning federal library policy, funding, and expertise as complementary supports to the broader anti-poverty effort. The U.S. Office of Education (USOE, within HEW) played the central coordinating role through its Library Services Branch (later Division of Library Programs), where professional librarians and specialists administered grants, issued guidance, conducted outreach/seminars, and promoted interagency collaboration. 

Key Federal Legislation and Programs
· Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA, P.L. 88-269, signed February 1964 by LBJ; amended/expanded 1966): This was the flagship federal vehicle. Originally building on the 1956 Library Services Act (rural-focused), LSCA broadened eligibility to non-rural/urban areas, construction projects, and services explicitly aimed at the disadvantaged (low-income families, minorities, institutionalized, handicapped, seniors). It funded bookmobiles (hundreds purchased), millions of books, staffing additions, and innovative outreach. Managed by USOE’s Library Services Branch, it was framed as helping “poor and working-class Americans” and enabled libraries to partner with War on Poverty initiatives (e.g., combining with CAP/VISTA/Head Start funds for literacy, job counseling info, preschool programs). 
· Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Title II (1965): Provided the first major direct federal aid for school library resources (books, AV materials, etc.) via formula grants, with a strong focus on high-poverty/compensation education areas. It boosted school librarianship and coordinated with LSCA. 

· Ties to Economic Opportunity Act (1964) and related programs: Libraries (and librarians) were encouraged/able to apply for or collaborate on OEO-funded efforts like Head Start (e.g., storytelling and home library promotion), adult basic education, manpower training support, and CAP neighborhood centers. Some libraries received direct “soft” funding from these for outreach. These officials:
· Administered grants and state plans.
· Issued reports, held workshops, and pushed for libraries to serve as information/referral hubs alongside anti-poverty agencies.
· Fostered coordination (e.g., LSCA with ESEA or OEO programs).
· Responded to ALA surveys showing library access gaps in poor/nonwhite areas, leading to reports like Library Service to the Disadvantaged (1969). 

The American Library Association (ALA) provided strong external advocacy, lobbying for these laws, conducting disparity surveys, and publishing resources—feeding into federal policy without being “federal” itself. 
Federal librarian involvement was bureaucratic and enabling—grant administration, policy guidance, and promotion by USOE experts—rather than frontline service delivery, helping embed libraries into the Great Society’s education-focused anti-poverty toolkit. Focused on implementing the Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA), especially Title I.
Pauline Winnick was a key to oversight of these programs. Her work included:
· Contributed to War on Poverty outreach, services for disadvantaged populations, handicapped users, migrants, and equitable access.
· Co-authored or contributed to key policy documents on federal legislation and programs (with Henry T. Drennan, Dorothy A. Kittel, Helen H. Lyman, and Grace T. Stevenson).
· Edited or compiled special issues and reports, including the influential Library Journal focus on public library renewal (January 15, 1966) and “Evaluation of Public Library Services to Children.”
· Served as a conference leader/facilitator — most notably at the 1969 Florida “Service for the 70’s” work-study conference on public library services to youth, where she provided orientation to work groups, challenged participants to include a bold “dream component,” presided over summary sessions, and synthesized objectives for youth services. 
Her career exemplified the mid-20th-century push to connect federal resources with local library innovation for youth. 
Pauline Winnick died March 4, 1995.
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