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Christy Tyson was a two-term President of the Young Adult Library Services Association (YASD/YALSA) in 1989–1990 and 1990–1991.
 
She received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Utah and a Master's Degree in Library Science from the University of Arizona. 
She later studied in Mexico City, where she learned to love the people and culture of Mexico. 
Christy Tyson’s career was devoted to public libraries as a Young Adult Librarian and Library Administrator in Utah, Arizona, Alabama and Washington. 
In Washington state, she served as branch librarian/head librarian at Seattle Public Library branches:
· High Point Branch (1990–2005). 
· Southwest Branch (approximately 1991–2007), where she was also noted as a team leader/service area coordinator.
She co-organized the Friends of the Southwest Branch Library in 1993 (with two others), which grew to about 60 volunteers by 1996. They handled tasks like shelving, cleaning, and fundraising to free up staff time for patrons and support new computers/books. 
She oversaw participation in the HELP (Homework Enrichment Library Project) after-school program for latchkey kids (launched 1990), offering homework help and snacks.
She started the Southwest Artist Showcase, featuring local artists.

Young Adult Services Division/ Young Adult Library Services Association 

Beyond her two consecutive terms as president of the Young Adult Services Division (YASD, which became YALSA in the early 1990s)), Christy Tyson made extensive, long-term contributions to the association/division over more than 30 years 

Key Additional Roles and Contributions
· Governance and committee service: She participated actively in YALSA/YASD governance and served on numerous committees for over three decades (pre-dating and extending well beyond her presidency). This included board-level involvement and committee work that shaped division policies and priorities. 

· YASD/ALSC Age Definition Task Force: She served on this joint task force between YASD and the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) that addressed age-range definitions for youth library services—a foundational issue for both divisions. 
· 
· Advocacy for teen advisory groups (YAACs): Tyson was a national pioneer in initiating and  Young Adult Advisory Committees (YAACs, also called teen advisory groups or TAGs). She developed them in the libraries where she worked and actively encouraged their adoption elsewhere. These groups became widely emulated models that helped create lifelong library users and readers across the country. 

· Frontline testimony and representation: She regularly provided “YA front-line testimony” at key ALA and YALSA meetings, including Board Meetings, Budget Hearings, and Best Books for Young Adults selection meetings. This gave practicing YA librarians a strong voice in national discussions and decision-making. 

· Mentorship and membership development: She made a point of welcoming new YALSA members—both formally and informally—and introduced many young people to the field of librarianship, helping to build and sustain the division’s community. 

· Staffing and service standards: She set and promoted a high standard for hiring “YA-friendly” library staff at all levels, emphasizing the importance of empathetic, teen-centered library workers. 

These efforts complemented her presidency and reflected her broader devotion to teens, teen library services, and the professionals who serve them. Colleagues remembered her exuberance, kindness, and mentorship as having influenced generations of librarians. Her work helped strengthen YALSA’s focus on youth participation and advocacy during a period of growth and transition for the division. 

Her enthusiasm and dedication to help people influenced many lives and communities. As a child, the library was one of her favorite places and she always had a book at hand. 
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