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Isabel Schon (1940–2011) was a Mexican-American professor known for her work on children’s and young adult literature in Spanish and bilingual/bicultural educational materials. She was the Alice G. Smith lecturer at the Trejo Institute for Library Education in 1999.
Born on January 19, 1940, in Mexico City she developed an interest in books during childhood through regular library visits with her father. She attended the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México before moving to the United States in the early 1970s. Schon earned a bachelor’s degree from Minnesota State University in Mankato, a master’s degree in education from Michigan State University, and a doctorate from the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
Dr. Schon joined the faculty of Arizona State University (ASU) in Tempe in 1974. While at ASU she produced many of the foundational works that established her reputation, including the early volumes of her annotated guides to books in Spanish for children and young adults (beginning with the 1978 Scarecrow Press title) and the first titles in her Hispanic Heritage and Latino Heritage series. 
She also conducted empirical research on the impact of Spanish-language reading materials on Hispanic students’ reading abilities and attitudes, often collaborating with Kenneth D. Hopkins of the University of Colorado.  These studies drew on classrooms in the Tempe Elementary School District and were supported by ASU’s Department of Educational Technology and Library Science as well as the Arizona Department of Education’s Division of Bilingual Education. 
Dr. Schon remained at ASU until 1989, when she left as a full professor to become one of the founding faculty members at the newly opened California State University San Marcos.
Dr. Schon served as a founding faculty member at California State University, San Marcos. In 1989 she established the Barahona Center for the Study of Books in Spanish for Children and Adolescents, which began with about 500 books and later held more than 45,000 titles from Spain, Latin America, and the United States. 
She also acted as a consultant to schools, libraries, and ministries of education on the selection, acquisition, and effective classroom use of high-quality books in Spanish for young readers, as well as on broader bilingual/bicultural literacy programs. Dr. Schon consulted in Argentina, Chile Colombia, Guatemala, Ecuador, Italy, Spain, the Unites States and  Venezuela,  —reflecting her reach across much of the Hispanophone world. 
Her expertise helped institutions build or strengthen collections, develop reading initiatives, and promote biliteracy among Latino and Spanish-speaking children and adolescents. 

She retired from California State University, San Marcos, in 2009. Afterward she helped establish the Isabel Schon International Center for Spanish Books for Youth at the San Diego Public Library. Schon died on March 2, 2011.
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