Sarah “Sally” Margaret Bartlett Reeves (1934 – 2017)
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Sally Reeves served as a reference librarian, government documents coordinator, and head of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Government Information Services during her 21-year career at the Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library at the University of Alabama (UA) in Tuscaloosa.  She was also an encourager, mentor, peacemaker, and facilitator.
Born in 1934 as President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal was beginning, her family moved several times between various states as she grew up.  She earned a BA in English and Psychology at Connecticut College for Women in New London in 1956 and an MLIS from the University of Alabama in 1976.  She married Aubry L. Reeves, a member of the Air Force, and they had three children and six grandchildren.  
Career
Sally assiduously worked to organize the government documents collection at UA, a regional depository.  She stewarded this amazing collection of one million items, which comprised one-third of the library’s total collection in the early 2000s and held rare documents seen at few other depositories.  While the rest of us had to sift through specialized indexes and formulas to find documents, she could summon up government documents effortlessly.  Scrolling through books published by faculty at UA in the 80s and 90s, you’ll often run across Sally in the acknowledgements sections for her reference and government information skills.
Susan J. Beck (2010), a former president of the References and User Services Association, worked at the University of Alabama at the start of her career and shared this story about Sally:
I loved Sally Reeves, our government documents librarian, who was tenacious and fearless in the face of the vast quantity of government information. It was Sally who told us all that the FBI had called to alert us to the possibility that we would be getting a visit from Russian spies. We went around for days wondering just what a Russian spy would look like (pp. 306-307).

Sally supported the American Library Association’s Government Documents Round Table as well as several UA committees.

Honors
Sally was a member of the Omicron Delta Kappa honor society.  The Air Force awarded her a plaque because she carried out so much volunteer work while her husband served.

Personal Reflections
Sally’s continual kindness, warmth, and congeniality made her a wonderful leader and mentor.  When I was a brand new reference librarian, Sally had me meet with each member of the department to learn what they do and shadow them in their roles.  Her thorough onboarding was such a huge help. I looked forward to meeting with her each week, when she would share homespun wisdom about navigating academic life.  She embodied the servant ideal of leadership in libraries before that philosophy became popular, applying the Golden Rule to each interaction with colleagues and patrons. She had an indefatigable work ethic, and she was continually cheerful.  Some department members referred to her as “sunshine.”
Retirement
Sally retired from the University of Alabama in 2001.  Very active in retirement, she served in four volunteer roles, including one supporting patients dealing with HIV.  She left this world in 2017 due to Alzheimer’s Disease.
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