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William Andrew Moffett (January 25, 1933 – February 20, 1995) was an American historian and librarian named on the list of the "100 of the Most Important Leaders We Had in the 20th Century."
He was well-known in the national sphere for aiding in the capture of a prolific library thief, James Richard Shinn, and, more famously, opening access of the Dead Sea Scrolls for scholarly use, both of which news stories made the front page of the New York Times. 
 Dr. Moffett was born in Charlotte, North Carolina and grew up in Port Gibson, Mississippi. He received a bachelor’s degree from Davidson College, master’s and doctoral degrees in history from Duke University, and a master of library science degree from Simmons College in Boston. 

Moffett taught history for approximately ten years at institutions including Alma College in Michigan and the University of Massachusetts before entering library administration. 
He served as director of libraries at the State University of New York at Potsdam, then as Azariah Smith Root Director of Libraries (and history professor) at Oberlin College in Ohio from 1979 to 1990. 
Dr. Moffet was prominent in rare book security. When he was director of libraries at Oberlin College, he personally spotted and helped apprehend James Richard Shinn (a prolific rare-book thief who stole hundreds of valuable volumes from dozens of academic libraries). Moffett then compiled and edited The Shinn Lists (1982), a 144-page catalog distributed to libraries and booksellers to aid recovery of the stolen items. He went on to chair the ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) Security Committee, was author or co-author guidelines on library theft prevention, and serve as an expert commentator on other major cases (including the Stephen Blumberg theft in the early 1990s). 

He was elected president of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), a division of the American Library Association, for the 1989–1990 term. 
In 1990 he became the sixth director of the Huntington Library in San Marino, California, a position he held until his death in 1995. In September 1991, during his tenure at the Huntington Library, Moffett announced that the institution’s photographic archive of the Dead Sea Scrolls would be made available to all qualified scholars. 
He was named Academic/Research Librarian of the Year by the Association of College and Research Libraries in 1993. On bestowing the citation, it was noted:
The committee, citing Moffett’s leadership in combating the theft of and trade in rare books, and for successfully challenging in 1991 the scholarly monopoly of unpublished Dead Sea Scrolls materials, said, “these contributions have brought both national and international attention to the profession.” 



He died on February 20, 1995, at his home in San Marino (Pasadena area), California. 

Here is the Memorial Resolution passed by the ACRL Board of Directors on his passing:

Memorial resolution honoring William Andrew Moffett (1933–1995) 
The profession was saddened to learn in February of the untimely death of William A. Moffett, director of the Huntington Library. The ACRL Board of Directors passed this resolution, which was read by Beverly P. Lynch at a memorial service for Moffett on February 28, 1995. 
WHEREAS William Andrew Moffett had a distinguished career in academic librarianship contributing to the development, preservation, and dissemination of information worldwide; and
WHEREAS he was always at the forefront of academic and research librarians in movements whose aims were to pursue and increase the power of library users, the most notable being providing free and open access to the photos of the Dead Sea Scrolls contained in the collections of Huntington Library; and
WHEREAS he was a widely acknowledged expert on college libraries, special collections, and library security; and
WHEREAS he served the Association of College and Research Libraries as president in 1989-90 and as chair of the College Libraries Section in 1984–85; and
WHEREAS he was awarded the highest honor the academic library profession gives, the Academic or Research Librarian of the Year Award in 1993; and
WHEREAS he was a dedicated friend, mentor, colleague, and supporter to all who loved books and ideas; and
WHEREAS there can be no doubt that his contribution to humanity and to the library profession has been extraordinary;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that members of the Association of College and Research Libraries:
Celebrate his many accomplishments and his tireless service to the library profession;
Reaffirm within ourselves the principles for which he stood and for which he worked;
Remember with joy his love of life and living;
Honor his memory and his continuing influence, and, be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association of College & Research Libraries expresses its deepest sympathies to his wife Deborah, his children Pamela, Stephanie, William Andrew, and Charles, and his grandchildren.

 The auditorium at the Oberlin College Library was named in his honor.
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