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Augustus Frederick Kuhlman (September 3, 1889 – December 27, 1986) played a foundational role in the early history of the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) as the driving force behind the creation and launch of its official scholarly journal.

He served as the founding and first editor of College & Research Libraries (C&RL) from its inaugural issue in December 1939 through 1941. In his introductory editorial (“Introducing ‘College and Research Libraries’: Why Another Library Journal”), Kuhlman outlined the journal’s eight core purposes, including serving as the official organ of communication within the association, publishing significant articles and reviews, stimulating research, and—most importantly—helping ACRL develop “into a strong and mature professional organization.” 
Dr. Kuhlman was a librarian, bibliographer, and library administrator known for his work in social science bibliography (especially criminology) and for advancing cooperative library resources in the U.S. South. 
Kuhlman earned his master’s and doctoral degrees from the University of Chicago. He began his career working in library and bibliographic roles there, including union lists and catalogs for Chicago-area institutions. 
He contributed to numerous library surveys and union catalogs (e.g., for Chicago and Cook County libraries, including atlases and other specialized materials).
In 1936 Dr. Kuhlman was appointed director of the Nashville Joint University Libraries (a cooperative serving Vanderbilt University, George Peabody College, and Scarritt College), with the rank of full professor at Vanderbilt and Peabody. He played a key role in developing plans for shared library resources among these institutions and participated in regional conferences on graduate work and library development in the South

He was active in the American Library Association. 
· He was Chairman, ALA Committee on Public Documents (prominently 1933 through the mid-to-late 1930s). He led the committee, organized sessions at ALA annual and midwinter conferences, and coordinated work on policies, distribution, and use of public documents (federal, state, municipal, and foreign).
· He was
·  Chairman of the ALA Committee on Archives and Libraries (late 1930s including leadership or editorial oversight of proceedings titled Archives and Libraries. 
·  
· ACRL originated as the College Library Section of the American Library Association (ALA) in 1890 and reorganized as the Association of College and Reference Libraries in 1938 (becoming ALA’s first division in 1940). In this formative period, Kuhlman was appointed Chairman of the Publications Committee of the Association of College and Reference Libraries (by president-elect Phineas L. Windsor) in 1938–1939. In that capacity, he led the effort to establish a dedicated professional journal to address the long-recognized lack of specialized literature for college, university, and research libraries. He remained an active behind-the-scenes leader in the 1940s , serving on the committee studying ACRL’s relationship with ALA and advocating for a professional executive secretary and greater autonomy. 
· Subcommittee for the South, ALA Board on Resources of American Libraries (late 1940s) This subcommittee (under the standing Board on Resources of American Libraries) focused on surveying and improving research resources in Southern academic libraries and promoting cooperative efforts. 

Kuhlman remained based in Nashville in his later years and died there in 1986 at age 97. 

He is remembered as a significant figure in early 20th-century American librarianship, particularly for bridging bibliography with practical library administration and regional cooperation. 
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