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Carolyn Hixson Harris (full name Carolyn Lynnet Hixson Harris was a preservation librarian and educator. She was president of the Resources and Technical Services Division (RTSD) of the American Library Association. She is remembered as one of the key figures who professionalized and institutionalized preservation education and practice within American librarianship.
Harris earned a B.A. in Art History (1969) and a Master of Library Science (1970), both from the University of Texas at Austin. Her career began as a manuscript cataloger at the Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center at UT Austin (1973–1980).
In 1981 she moved to Columbia University Libraries, where she served as Head of Preservation (1981–1987), Assistant Director for Preservation (1987–1989), and later Director of the university’s Preservation and Conservation Programs (appointed 1990; she began teaching in the program in 1989). 

In 1992, under her leadership, Columbia’s preservation and conservation education programs relocated to the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at UT Austin. She continued as director and senior lecturer there until her death; new dedicated facilities (classrooms, offices, and laboratories) were opened in December 1993. 

Harris was professionally active in the American Library Association. She served as president of the Resources and Technical Services Division (RTSD, then ALCTS, now part of Core) from 1988 to 1989, contributing to national policies on bibliographic control and preservation advocacy. 
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She published extensively on conservation and preservation topics. Notable works include articles on mass deacidification, scholar involvement in preservation decisions, preservation of library materials, education for preservation administration, electronic security systems, and selection for preservation. Her essay, “Selection for Preservation.” In Preservation: Issues and Planning, was published posthumously.
Her writings earned her the John Brubaker Award from the Catholic Library Association (1983) and the Rex Dillow Award (1990) for distinguished writing. 

Following her death in Austin, Texas, at age 46, an endowment was established in her name to support scholarships for students in preservation and conservation studies or to fund laboratory equipment. 
In recognition of her (and Paul Banks’s) foundational contributions to the field, the Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (formerly RTSD)  created the Paul Banks and Carolyn Harris Preservation Award in 2001 to honor professionals who have made significant advancements in library and archival preservation and conservation. 
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