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"Everyone give themselves a hug…pretend it's from me.”
--Ruth Hadlow (as quoted in Segall, 2009)

Ruth Hadlow was a children’s librarian at Cleveland Public Library for 57 years. She earned an education degree at Baldwin Wallace University and then completed the library science program at Western Reserve University.
Hadlow was an incredible storyteller who read tales in person as well as on local radio.  People have recalled her love for books and patrons in the most lively, loving terms.  Leslie Molnar of Cuyahoga County Public Library noted "When you thought about books, you thought of Ruth Hadlow and her joy and passion for getting them in the hands of children” (Segall, 2009). Kenyatta Abrams explained that “Ms. Hadlow inspired me to teach my children the value of reading and learning. Every time I went to the Children’s Department, she always had something ready for my children. My children and I will deeply miss her” (Cleveland.com, 2009).  Julius Bremer commented that “Her charm and grace when working with either children or adults will not be surpassed (Cleveland.com, 2009).  

Some favorite children’s books of Hadlow’s included Make Way for Ducklings and There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Trout!
Hadlow was active in ALA and she is cited in scholarly works about children’s librarianship for her support of the authors’ research.  At one point she co-chaired the Subscription Books Committee in the American Library Association.  She also led a group to create an ALA booklist dedicated to helping children learn to work together.
Carolyn Caywood, who submitted this tribute, captures her impact on generations of children’s librarians:
After several job failures, I went to work at a branch of Cleveland (OH) Public Library. Ruth Hadlow coordinated children's services for the system. She inspired me to get a graduate degree after which I returned to Cleveland. She was a wonderful mentor who showered us with career-building opportunities and modeled all the skills of effective librarianship. I owe to her the joy of finding the right lifetime career.

Hadlow left this world in 2009.

Submitted by Carolyn Caywood
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