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Frances Ann Childers Dean (known as "Pank" or Frances C. Dean), 1930–2022, was a school librarian, media specialist, and administrator who served as president of the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) from 1977 to 1978.  She was also Chair of the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee in 1978-1979.

She earned a Master’s of Library Science from Texas Woman’s University. She began her career as an elementary school librarian in Dallas, Texas, where she insisted that every student always carry a library book.
 In the 1960s she moved to Maryland and became the librarian at Poolesville High School in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). There, she also served as senior class sponsor and cheerleader sponsor, attending every basketball game (home and away). This sparked her lifelong passion for the sport and deep connections with students and families. 

She advanced steadily within Montgomery County Public Schools progressing from librarian and media specialist to Director of the Department of Instructional Resources (or School Library Media Programs/Selection Division) and eventually Associate Superintendent. 
In these roles, she contributed to school library standards, material selection and evaluation, and programs supporting intellectual freedom and equitable access to resources. She co-authored or contributed to publications like Teaching Reading Skills and lists of historical fiction for school libraries.
As AASL president (1977–1978), she advocated strongly for school librarians and media programs. 
She also chaired the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee and, in 1982, received the AASL/Social Issues Resources Series (SIRS) Intellectual Freedom Award for her work defending materials selection against challenges, promoting innovative programs, and upholding intellectual freedom in Montgomery County. 
The Montgomery County Public Schools Board of Education honored her with a formal resolution recognizing her contributions to the school system and community. 

Dean was known as a fierce advocate for equal rights, school libraries, and the idea that “anything was possible” for students and colleagues. Colleagues and friends described her as an intelligent, funny, straightforward, big-hearted “woman’s woman” who listened without judgment and loved generously. In acceptance speeches, she often said she would “give it [her] best shot”—and she did. 

She passed away on October 30, 2022, at age 92. 
Her career exemplified the vital role of school librarians as educators, advocates, and defenders of intellectual freedom during a period of growth and challenges for school library programs.
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