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Joseph Periam “Perry” Danton (1908–2002), a World War II veteran, was a librarian, educator, scholar, and administrator who played a pivotal role in shaping modern library education, particularly at the University of California, Berkeley. He was President, Association of American Library Schools (AALS; now Association for Library and Information Science Education – ALISE), 1949–1950.
He was a pioneer in comparative and international librarianship, a transformative dean who modernized Berkeley’s School of Librarianship, and a prolific author whose works examined cross-cultural influences on library practices. 
J. Periam Danton received the Beta Phi Mu Award from the American Library Association in 1983 while serving as Professor Emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley School of Librarianship. The citation accompanying the award noted:

“His contributions to librarianship and library education in the United States and abroad are many and varied; his scholarship is unequaled in the library world, as his teaching reflects and his bibliography attests.” 

Danton was born July 5, 1908, in Palo Alto, California. His parents, George Henry Danton and Annina Periam Danton, were German-language educators who both held Ph.D.s from Columbia University. In 1916, the family moved to Beijing (then Peking), China, where his parents taught German at Tsinghua University for nearly a decade; the family also visited Japan during this period. This early exposure to international cultures profoundly influenced his later scholarly interests in comparative librarianship. 

Danton enrolled at Oberlin College in Ohio in 1924, majoring in German. He spent the 1925–1926 academic year studying at the University of Leipzig in Germany (where his parents were then teaching) and graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. in German in 1928.
He enrolled at the Columbia University School of Library Service earning a B.S. in library science in 1929 while working evenings in the New York Public Library’s reading room. He later completed an M.A. in German at Williams College in 1930 (while serving as a night-shift reference librarian there). 
In 1930, he was recruited by the American Library Association as secretary to its executive secretary, Carl H. Milam, a position that immersed Danton in international library networks. While in Chicago, he studied at the Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago, earning the Ph.D. in 1935 with a dissertation on the effectiveness of book selection for college libraries. 


Early Career and World War II Service
After his Ph.D., Danton served as librarian and associate professor of bibliography at Colby College (1935–1936) and then at Temple University (1936–1946). 
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, Dr. Danton enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve. From 1942 to 1945 during World War II he served as an air combat intelligence officer in the South Pacific, rising to the rank of lieutenant (later lieutenant commander) and earning a Presidential Unit Citation with two stars. 
Dr. Danton was visiting professor at the University of Chicago Graduate Library School in summer 1942. After World War II, he was a visiting professor at Columbia University School of Library Service (1945–1946). 


Leadership at UC Berkeley (1946–1976)
In 1946  Dr. Danton was appointed dean of the School of Librarianship at UC Berkeley. He served as dean until 1961 and continued as professor until 1976. 
Under his leadership, the school underwent transformation. The certificate was replaced by a Bachelor of Library Science (1947) and  a Master of Library Science (1955). Doctoral programs (Ph.D. and D.L.S.) were approved in the 1950s. Danton emphasized research, recruited faculty with Ph.D.s, and established a publication series, a summer school, and a stronger scholarly orientation, setting the pattern for the school’s evolution (later renamed the School of Information Management and Systems). 
Dr. Danton 
 taught courses in library administration, academic and research libraries, collection development, and seminars on comparative and international librarianship. 
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The Dimensions of Comparative Librarianship (1973), written during a Guggenheim Fellowship, is widely regarded as a landmark in the field; it grew out of Dr. Danton’s Berkeley doctoral seminar. 

Grants, Fellowships, and Major Consultancies of J. Periam Danton
· Carnegie Fellowship, 1933–1935 
· Rockefeller Foundation – American Library Association “Books for Europe” Program, Director, 1939. 
· Fulbright Research Scholarship, University of Göttingen, Germany, 1960–1961. 
· U.S. Department of State American Specialist Program Consultancy, Haile Selassie I University, Ethiopia, 1961. 
· Ford Foundation Consultancy on Southeast Asian Library Development, 1963. 
· Director, Multi-Area Library Program Project (sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and the American Library Association International Relations Committee), 1963. 
· Fulbright Research Scholarship, Vienna, Austria, 1964–1965. 
· Council on Library Resources Grant, 1967–1969. 
· Ford Foundation Consultancy (with Ray Swank) on Southeast Asian library survey and development, 1968. 
· UNESCO Consultancy / Expert Mission: Jamaica Library Development survey and report (Jamaica: Library Development), June–September 1968. 
· Guggenheim Fellowship (John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation), 1971 (for research on comparative librarianship, resulting in the 1973 book The Dimensions of Comparative Librarianship). 
· Council on Library Resources Grant (for the supplement to Index to Festschriften in Librarianship).
Additional note: Dr. Danton lectured and consulted internationally in numerous countries as a result of these awards. Comprehensive documentation (including grant applications, correspondence, and reports) is preserved in the “Professional Activities” series of the J. Periam Danton Papers at The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Honors and Awards 
· Beta Phi Mu Award, American Library Association—for distinguished service to education for librarianship. 
· Berkeley Citation, University of California, Berkeley—the campus’s highest honor, awarded upon his retirement after thirty years of service. 
· 
· Honorary Member, Vereinigung Österreichischer Bibliothekare (Austrian Library Association). 

· Honorary Member, Vereinigung Deutscher Bibliothekare (German Library Association). 

Dr. Danton  died on November 12, 2002, in Oakland, California, after a brief illness, at age 94. 
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