Carl Milton White (1903 – 1983)

[image: Carl Milton White (1903 – 1983)]




Carl M. White  was Director of Columbia University Libraries and Dean of the  Columbia University School of Library Service. 
He was editor of College & Research Libraries (the official journal of the Association of College and Research Libraries, ACRL) from 1941 to 1948.  He wrote extensively on library education history and comparative librarianship throughout his career. 
Carl M. White (1903–1983) was born in Burnett, Oklahoma. He earned a B.A. from Oklahoma Baptist University (OBU) in 1925. While there he played football, basketball, and baseball. In 1925 White set a state meet record of 11-3 in the pole vault. He was inducted into the OBU Athletics Hall of Fame.  
He earned an M.A. from Mercer University (1928), a Ph.D. in philosophy from Cornell University (1933), and a B.S. in library service from Columbia University School of Library Service in 1934.

White served as director of libraries at Fisk University (1935–1938) and as university librarian at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (1938–1940) succeeding  Robert B. Downs.

From 1940 to 1943 Dr. White was director of libraries and the library school at the  University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Concurrently (1941–1948) he edited College & Research Libraries, the journal of the Association of College and Research Libraries.  

In 1943 White returned to Columbia University as director of libraries and dean of the School of Library Service, succeeding Charles C. Williamson.  In October 1944, the American Library Association selected him to travel to China. He studied possibilities for post-war and immediate cultural cooperation between U.S. and Chinese libraries at the request of the Chinese Library Association; the mission was conducted under the U.S. State Department’s cultural cooperation program.
He held both posts (director of libraries and dean of the School of Library Service) until 1953, when he stepped down from the directorship to concentrate on the deanship and teaching; he continued as professor at the school until  1962. 
During a leave he directed a library development program at the University of Ankara, Turkey’s Institute of Librarianship 1959 to 1961.He collaborated there with Professor Anne Ethelyn Markley on curriculum development, practical training, and building basic library infrastructure tailored to Turkish needs. 
The trip and his role were supported by the Ford Foundation. The foundation had provided initial four-year funding for the Institute starting in 1954; White’s directorship occurred during an additional two-year extension grant that sustained the program into the early 1960s. This was part of broader Ford Foundation efforts to develop professional librarianship in Turkey and other developing regions. 

After returning from Turkey, White joined the Ford Foundation full-time in 1962 as a program specialist in library administration. White’s role focused on international library development in developing regions, advising on library infrastructure, professional training, and national library planning. His most significant assignment was as the Ford Foundation’s Library Adviser to the Federal Government of Nigeria (arriving March 1962 and serving approximately two years, with related correspondence continuing through 1965). 
In this role he advised the Nigerian government on the establishment of the National Library of Nigeria (producing a key 1964 report). He also consulted on library development in India including a 1965 survey of the University of Delhi Library. 
In October 1966 White conducted (in collaboration with Paul Bixler) a major survey of Mexico’s library and information services, commissioned by the Ford Foundation as part of its international library-development programs. 

After retiring from the foundation in 1967, Dr. White spent four years (1967–1971) assisting in the development of the library collections at the University of California, San Diego. 

White retired to Santa Barbara, California, where he died on November 8, 1983. 
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