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Rebecca Taylor Bingham (1928–2023) was an African American school librarian, media specialist, and national leader in library associations who broke racial barriers in the profession and advocated for school libraries and information services. She was the first Black president of the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) in 1979-1980. 

Born July 14, 1928, in Indianapolis, Indiana, Bingham earned a B.S. from Indiana University (1950) -- at a time when library services were still segregated by race --four years before the U.S. Supreme Court desegregation ruling on Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, KS.  
After receiving her B.S., Bingham began her work in library services at Alcorn A&M College in Mississippi.
She earned an M.A. from the University of Tulsa (1961), and an M.L.S. from Indiana University School of Library and Information Science (1969). 
Bingham became director of media services in Louisville for the Kentucky Public Schools in 1969, and later was named director of library media services in the Jefferson County (Ky.) Public Schools-- at that time the 26th largest school system in the nation. She served in this position 
from 1962 to 1992. 

In this capacity she shaped school library and media programs across a large urban district. Bingham’s leadership extended far beyond Louisville. 
She became the first Black president of the Kentucky Library Association (KLA) in 1971. 

She later served as the first Black president of the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) in 1979–1980.
She was  president of the Southeastern Library Association in 1984-1986. 

Within the American Library Association (ALA) she was a longtime Councilor, a member of the Executive Board, and a candidate for ALA president in 1989. 

Additional national service included membership on the Kentucky Governor’s State Advisory Council on Libraries and the advisory committee for the 1979 White House Conference on Library and Information Services. 
She  spoke at the First National Conference of African American Librarians, Culture Keepers: Enlightening and Empowering Our Communities in 1992.

In 1998 President Bill Clinton appointed her to the U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS). 

She also contributed to reference publishing as a member of advisory and editorial boards for Britannica Junior and World Book encyclopedias. 
Honors
2019: Bicentennial Medal, Indiana University (for distinguished contributions to the university). 
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The Bicentennial Medal is awarded to organizations and individuals who, through their personal, professional, artistic, or philanthropic efforts, have broadened the reach of Indiana University around the state, nation, and world.
The medals themselves are unique, made from materials salvaged from the old bells which hung in the Student Building on the IU Bloomington campus.

2005 - American Association of School Librarians. AASL Distinguished Service Award, 
2002: Distinguished Alumni Service Award, Indiana University (IU’s highest alumni recognition). 
1999: IUAA President’s Award, Indiana University Alumni Association. 
1998: DEMCO/ALA Black Caucus Award for Excellence in Librarianship. 
1998: Appointment to the U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS) by President Bill Clinton. 
1977: School of Library and Information Science Distinguished Alumni Award (first recipient; originally the Louise Maxwell Award), Indiana University.
1970: Outstanding School Media Librarian, Kentucky Association of School Librarians (KASL). 

Rebecca Taylor Bingham 

mentored generations of school librarians and library students, particularly through her active involvement with Indiana University’s School of Library and Information Science alumni association. 

Bingham was also deeply engaged in community and civic life: a charter member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority (Gamma Nu Chapter, 1947), a charter founder of the Neal-Marshall Alumni Club at Indiana University, a vestry member at Episcopal Church of Our Merciful Savior in Louisville, and a longtime West Louisville resident. 

She died in Louisville on March 24, 2023, at age 94. 
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