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Ralph Adrian Ulveling (May 9, 1902 – March 21, 1980) was a visionary leader whose lifelong commitment to intellectual freedom, interracial understanding, and the professional advancement of libraries left an indelible mark on the field.  He was President of the American Library Association in 1945-1946.
Recognized by American Libraries as one of the one hundred most important leaders the profession has ever known, Ulveling championed the idea that libraries must serve as beacons of open inquiry and community connection, even in the most turbulent times.
Born in Adrian, Minnesota, Ulveling began his distinguished career with practical experience that would shape his lifelong focus on service and innovation. After serving as Reference Assistant at the Newberry Library in Chicago (1924–1926) and as Librarian of the Potter County Library in Amarillo, Texas (1926–1927), he pursued formal training at the Columbia University School of Library Service (1927–1928
Detroit Public Library
Ralph Ulveling’s  most enduring legacy was in Detroit, Michigan. As Chief of Branches for the Detroit Public Library, Ulveling introduced the innovative Detroit self-book-charging system and oversaw the opening of the Parkman Branch Library. 
Rising to Associate Director (1934–1941), he worked tirelessly as chairman of the Michigan Library Association’s Legislative Committee to secure Michigan’s first state aid for libraries in 1937. As Michigan Library Association President (1937–1938), he played a pivotal role in establishing the Michigan State Board for Libraries and later served on that board himself (1938–1939). 
Under Ulveling’s leadership as Director of the Detroit Public Library from 1941 until his retirement in 1967, the system expanded y with the opening of the Mark Twain Branch (1939), the launch of Bookmobile service (1940), and the formation of the Friends of the Detroit Public Library in 1942—a vital community support network.

American Library Association
Ulveling’s principled stands on intellectual freedom defined his tenure. In 1944 he successfully resisted attempts by the Detroit police to remove Lillian Smith’s Strange Fruit from library shelves. 
As President of the American Library Association (1945–1946), Uveling served on the First U.S. National Commission for UNESCO, extending his influence to the global stage.
In 1951, his bold challenge to the ALA’s newly adopted “Statement on Labeling”—proposing that propaganda materials be placed in reference collections for researchers only—sparked a national conversation that strengthened the association’s commitment to intellectual freedom .

Ulveling also produced influential consultant surveys, including reports on the Tulsa Public Library (1950), Madison, Wisconsin (with Ruth Rutzen, ca. 1951–1952), Oak Park, Illinois (1952), and Flint, Michigan (with Charles M. Mohrhardt, ca. 1952).
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