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Marie Rose Sivak was a long-time professional at the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), primarily serving as an Education Consultant for Library Media. Her work during the late 1970s and 1980s was instrumental in shaping the standards and infrastructure for school library programs across Illinois. Prior to moving to Illinois, she was the Librarian for the Three Oaks Township School in Three Oaks, Michigan. After her retirement in Illinois she returned to Michigan to complete enough hours to qualify for state retirement there.
Key Professional Roles and Contributions
· Library Media Consultant: Based in Springfield, Illinois, she represented the ISBE in developing objectives for the Illinois Certification test for school library media specialists.
· Networking and Standards: Sivak was actively involved in state-level library networks, including the Illinois Library and Information Network (ILLINET), and contributed to publications regarding multitype library cooperation.
· Educational Publications: She is frequently cited in educational ERIC documents from the 1970s and 1980s for her work on school library media programs and their role in the broader state education system. 
Obituary
Marie Rose Sivak, age 81, passed away on December 2, 2016. She was born to John and Marie Sivak in Chicago, IL, on September 24, 1935. Marie graduated from New Buffalo Consolidated High School on May 1, 1953. She went on to attend Western Michigan University where she received her Bachelors of Arts on June 15, 1957, her Masters of Arts on August 10, 1962, and the Degree of Specialist in Arts in Library Science on August 18, 1972. Marie was also a proud member of Phi Delta Kappa. She loved the English language and passed on that love through teaching and librarianship. Her Roman Catholic religion remained important to her throughout her life, praying in Slavic and Czechoslovakian languages. Marie was proudly an honorary Colonel in the Illinois State Militia. Mass of Christian Burial will be at 10:00 AM on Friday, 12/9, at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, 820 Division St., Lisle, IL 60532. Visitation will be prior to Mass from 8:30-9:15 AM at Blake-Lamb Funeral Home, 5015 Lincoln, Lisle, IL 60532 with a prayer service beginning at 9:15 AM. Interment Chapel Hill Gardens South Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Procopius Abbey, 5601 College Rd, Lisle, IL 60532.
Published in a Chicago Tribune Media Group Publication from Dec. 6 to Dec. 7, 2016.
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