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Ward Shaw, a library industry leader, died on July 2, at age 79. Ward’s development of the CARL integrated library system more than 40 years ago changed the library community in ways that are still felt today.
-- George Machovec in Katina, 2025.

Ward Eric Shaw (December 8, 1945 – July 2, 2025) was a pioneering figure in library automation and information technology. 
He earned an A.B. from Hamilton College (1967) and an M.S. from Simmons College in Boston in library/information science). He later received an honorary Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) from the University of Northern Colorado in 1990 in recognition of his contributions to education and library services in the state. 

Early career: Shaw began as assistant director of the Colby College Library in Waterville, Maine (1968–1972). He then served as associate director of technical services at the University of Denver (1972–1978). 
 By 1973, academic library deans and directors in Colorado, along with the City Librarian for Denver Public Library, had begun to work together on cooperative collection development initiatives and a vision for a shared computer system that would use the latest technology. Most other integrated library systems of that era were focused on circulation and could not handle the large bibliographic databases and transaction loads that were needed in a shared system, a problem that Ward solved by innovative design. (George Machovec in Katina, 2025).
1978 he became the founding executive director of the Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries (CARL), where he led the development of the innovative CARL integrated library system and the UnCover table-of-contents/document-delivery service. He spun off the for-profit CARL Corporation in 1988 and served as its chairman and CEO. The companies were later sold, after which Shaw remained active as an independent investor, board member (including for Ingenta), and contributor to library and information industry conferences. 

Ward Shaw served as the founding editor of the journal Resource Sharing & Library Networks (published by Haworth Press) for its inaugural period, beginning with Volume 1, No. 1 (Fall 1981) until 1983. 
Ward played important roles behind the scenes in initiatives such as the Ingenta board, the Fiesole Conference, and The Charleston Advisor. (TCA was sold to Annual Reviews and later evolved into Katina.) Ward’s work in the library automation industry continues to influence how library systems and other online services operate today.  (George Machovec in Katina, 2025)
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