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Carol Anmuth Nemeyer ( 1929 – 2008)[ was an American librarian and a president of the American Library Association from 1982 to 1983. She was a publishing executive, and advocate for libraries and intellectual freedom. 


She earned a bachelor's degree from Berea College in 1949 and a doctoral degree from Columbia University School of Library Service. Her dissertation, “Scholarly Reprint Publishing in the United States”, was published by R.R. Bowker Company. 

Her professional career spanned publishing and major library institutions. She began as a librarian at McGraw-Hill Publishing Company.
 In the early 1970s, she joined the newly formed Association of American Publishers (AAP), where she directed the General Publishing and Direct Marketing/Book Club Divisions as well as the Committee on Education for Publishing. At AAP she played a key role in building publisher support for the Cataloging-in-Publication (CIP) Program and served on its Advisory Board. 

In 1977 she moved to the Library of Congress as Associate Librarian for National Programs (one of the library’s three top executives at the time). In that role she led the creation of the Center for the Book and built nationwide support for it, promoting books, reading, and literacy initiatives. 

1978, while at the Library of Congress, she founded the Washington, D.C./Baltimore chapter of the Women’s National Book Association. She brought together book-industry professionals and served as its first president. 

Nemeyer was elected president of the American Library Association (ALA) and served in 1982–1983. Her presidential theme, “Connections,” highlighted the growing importance of networking and collaboration in the library field. During her term, ALA sponsored the first live nationwide broadcast of a major national professional conference, linking members and the public to library events. 

Throughout her career she was a passionate advocate for libraries as essential to an informed citizenry and for intellectual freedom. She served on the Board of Trustees of the Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF), ALA’s First Amendment legal defense arm. 

She died on June 30, 2008, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
 In her honor, the Freedom to Read Foundation established the Carol A. Nemeyer Memorial Fund to support intellectual freedom initiatives and recognize her legacy of service. 
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