Eric Moon
1923 – 2017

	Eric Moon was a transformative figure in librarianship, recognized for his commitment to intellectual freedom, social responsibility, and library leadership. He served as President of the American Library Association (ALA) and as Editor-in-Chief of Library Journal where he used his platform to advocate for libraries as tools for social chance (American Library Association, 2017). 
	Born in England, Moon’s early experiences shaped his global perspective and interest in equity and access to information. After immigrating to the United States, he began a career in librarianship, quickly becoming known for outspoken views and a commitment to reformation. As Editor-in-Chief of Library Journal from 19459 to 1968, Eric Moon transformed the publication into a place for critical discussion (Library Journal, 2017). There, they addressed censorship, civil rights, and the role that libraries play in society (Library Journal, 2017).
	During his time as President of the ALA, from 1977 to 1978, he championed intellectual freedom. He believed that libraries should not remain neutral but must actively work to combat inequality and support marginalized communities. (American Library Association, 2017). He was a strong leader who believed that access to information was a fundamental right that was defended by librarians (American Library Association, 2017).
	Throughout his career, he was involved in progressing librarianship as a career. He worked to highlight the importance of the exchange of ideas within the profession, especially on a global scale (Moon, n.d.). When interviewed and in personal writings, Eric Moon would reflect on how libraries have adapted and evolved, stressing the need for this to continue when faced with inevitable changes in technology and politics (Moon, n.d.).
Publications and Influence
Eric Moon had an influence that was evident throughout his body of work. He contributed to interviews, editorials, and essays which all reflect his tireless work within this space. His contributions to Library Journal helped redefine professional conversations and expanding them to address ethics, access, and the social impact of libraries. His legacy is lasting with an emphasis on advocacy and leadership. 
Awards and Honors
· President, American Library Association (1977-1978)
· Editor-in-Chief, Library Journal (1959-1968)
· Honored by the American Library Association for lifetime contributions to the field (ALA, 2017)
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