[image: Willis Bernard (Bill) Lukenbill  ] 
Willis Bernard (Bill) Lukenbill  
March 27, 1939-August 29, 2019 
Willis Bernard “Bill” Lukenbill, a School of Information professor a the University of Texas Austin, passed away on Augst 29, 2019 from his cancer surgery complications. Bill was born March 27, 1939 to Lee Roy Lukenbill and Tommie Lee McCorkle Lukenbill of Mt. Sylvan, Texas.  
 
Bill began working towards his library career by earning his associate degree from Tyler Junior College in 1959, with history and education being his areas of concentration. He continued his education and earned his B.S. in Education from the University of North Texas and his M.L.S. degree from the University of Oklahoma. During his studies, he focused on adolescent literature and media, media center administration and management, and sociology of information dissemination. In 1973, Bill received his Ph.D. in Library Science with a minor in Instructional 
Systems Technology. His dissertation was titled "Library/Media Technological Assistants in Louisiana; An Analysis of Needs, Problems and Prospects for Future Development." 
Lukenbill started his library career at Seguin High School, where he stayed for two years until moving to Austin College as a reference librarian for a year in 1964. From there, Bill moved to Louisiana to begin his university teaching career at Louisiana Tech University. He was an Instructor of Library Sciences at Louisiana Tech from 1964-1969. Bill was then given a joint appointment at the University of Maryland at College Park as an assistant professor and coordinator of Library Science Education in the College of Library and Information Services and the College of Education.  
In 1975, Bill moved back to Texas to become an assistant professor at the University of Texas, 
Austin in the Graduate School of Library and Information Science. He held this position until 1981, when he became an associate professor, and then he became a full tenured professor in 1996. Bill held this position until his retirement in 2010. 
Bill was a constant participator in both the universities he worked at and in professional organizations. At the University of Texas, he was a part of the Graduate School Minority Recruitment Committee (2006-2019), the Interdisciplinary Urban Affairs Study Group (1995-
1996) and Committee, and the Southern Association of Schools and Colleges Self‑Study Committee (1987-1988). He also served as a resources consultant with other faculty members for the School of Nursing. He reviewed the bibliographic needs and resources for a course on HIV and AIDS that was in development for the spring of 1989.  
Bill joined the American Library Association the same year he started working in academia, in 
1964. This same year, he also became a member of the American Association of School Librarians. From there, Bill joined many organizations during his library career and took on leadership roles in many of these groups. He served as the Research Committee Chair of the Public Library Association in 1978-1980. He also served as the chair of the Public Library Reporter Subcommittee and as a member of the Publication Committee for the PLA from 19821985.  
Lukenbill was also an active member of the Association for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE), the Popular Culture Association, the Association for the Sociology of Religion, and the Assembly on Literature for Adolescents. He served as the Research Committee Chair for the Association for Library and Science Education, as a member of the Conference Program Committee for the ALISE. He was also a Learning Resources Center Certification Program Officer for the Graduate School of Library and Information Science Services as well as an executive committee member for GSLIS. Other organizations that Lukenbill was a part of include the Texas Library Association, as a Continuing Education Committee member, and as the chair for the recruit and alumni committee for the University of Texas. 
Bill conducted plenty of community service work as a consultant. He consulted with education and information staff at the AIDS Services of Austin, where he directed a study to determine the needs, resources, and support needed for the ASA from 1994-1995. He also consulted a records and file management project for the Metropolitan Community Church of Austin, where in 1993 he worked with the church to create a filing system for their records. In 1995, he worked with the same church to develop and implement a plan for an archival program and a historical resource materials file. 
Bill also worked as a peer reviewer and as a paid consultant. He was a consultant for the SteckVaughn Publishing Company in Austin, Texas reviewing out of print trade books for their feasibility of revision and publication. He also consulted for Mr. Dale Muller in 1986, who was an Attorney at Law. Bill worked to advise, give depositions, and testify in court regarding the worth of books and other educational materials that had been claimed to have been damaged in an office fire. 
Bill Lukenbill was also a peer reviewer from 2000-2004. He reviewed manuscripts for the AIDS Education and Prevention, the Library Quarterly, and the Library History and Culture. Bill was also a proposal reader for the Institute of Museum and Library Services in 1999, 2001, and 2002. He was a promotion reviewer for Virginia Walker of the University of California in 2003 and a tenure and promotion reviewer for Cecilia Salvatore of Emporia State University in 2004. 
Lukenbill has received a number of notable grants and honors throughout his library career. He has received 15 grants, including the 2006 School of Information Teaching Fellowship for his and Barbara Immroth’s project Public and School Librarians as Health Information Gatekeepers for Youth in Small Towns and Rural Areas in South Texas. Other notable awards granted to Lukenbill include: 
· John P. Commons Teaching Fellowship (2001-2002, 2002-2003) 
· Temple Teaching Fellow, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Texas at Austin (1987‑1988) 
· Membership of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, University of Texas at Austin Chapter (1999 to present) 
· Hall of Fame Member in the Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of North Texas (1986) 
Bill continued writing and publishing professionally after his retirement in 2010, and he would travel internationally to present his research at professional information conferences. Lukenbill wrote 8 books, many book chapters, and over 40 professional articles on library and information services. His publications continue to shape and contribute to the field of library sciences today. 
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