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Virginia Haviland (1911–1988) was an American librarian, author, editor, and leading authority on children’s literature whose work shaped library services, reference resources, and storytelling for young readers across the United States and internationally. She was “100 of the Most Important Leaders We Had in the 20th Century,’ and  was awarded the Grolier Foundation Awardr in 1976, for "unusual contributions to the stimulation and guidance of reading by children and young people" and the Regina Medal from the Catholic Library Association in 1976.
She was awarded American Library Association Honorary Membership in 1982
Virginia Haviland  was born on May 21, 1911, in Rochester, New York and graduated from Cornell University in 1933 with a bachelor’s degree. 
She began her professional career the following year at the Boston Public Library, where she spent nearly three decades. There she progressed from book selection to children’s services and, by 1952, served as the reader’s adviser for children. Her time at the Boston Public Library honed her expertise in curating high-quality literature for young audiences and laid the foundation for her later national influence.
In 1963, Haviland moved to Washington, D.C., to join the Library of Congress. She played a pivotal role in organizing the Children’s Literature Center and became its first director and chief. She remained in that leadership position until her retirement in 1981.
 During her tenure she developed essential tools for scholars and librarians, most notably compiling the landmark reference work Children’s Literature: A Guide to Reference Sources She also promoted children’s books through lectures, book reviews, and service on award juries, helping elevate standards for the field. 

Haviland’s most widely recognized contribution was her 16-volume “Favorite Fairy Tales” series, which began in 1959 with collections of tales from England, France, and Germany and later expanded to include stories from many other countries. 
She contributed regularly to The Horn Book Magazine and served on the editorial advisory board of Cricket magazine. 


Haviland taught courses in storytelling and library science as a summer instructor at institutions including Simmons College and Columbia University. 

American Library Association Contributions

· Chair of the Children's Services Division (CSD) from 1954 to 1955. In this role, she contributed extensively to the division, chairing multiple initiatives and representing ALA at international conferences.
 


· Chair of the Newbery-Caldecott Awards Committee (now the Newbery and Caldecott Medal selection committees) from 1953 to 1954. 
· 
· Chairman of the Book Evaluation Committee, 1962–1963. 

· First chair of the May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture Committee (appointed while at the Library of Congress). 
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