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Clarence R. “Skip” Graham served as director of the Louisville Public Library for 35 years (1942–1977).  
He became a national figure in the 1950s when he and the Mayor of Louisville, Kentucky, Charles Farnsley, made the public library a model for communities nationwide. Their partnership included a library-based radio station (WFPL) in 1950; concerts and university lectures in the libraries; and 16-mm movies and prints of works of art that could be checked out. 

As director of  Louisville Public Library  Graham played a notable role in early integration efforts. In 1948, he became the first white public library director in Louisville to chisel the word "colored" off a library entry sign. The main library fully integrated around 1951–1952, making it one of the first in the South to open its main facility to African American patrons without restrictions. On April 8, 1952, the board unanimously adopted a resolution opening all library agencies (main library and branches) to all citizens. This built on the 1948 Main Library opening.





Charles R. Graham studied English at the University of North Carolina from 1924 to 1927 and at the University of Louisville in 1934, then earned a B.S. in Library Science from Western Reserve University in 1935, and  went on to study education at Northwestern University from 1937 to 1938.
 
He was  president of the Kentucky Library Association from 1946 to 1947 and president of the Southeastern Library Association  from 1948 to 1950. 
Graham was president of the American Library Association from 1950 to 1951 during the organization’s 75th Anniversary Celebration.
Graham was a library consultant for various projects, including the Milwaukee Public Library renovation in 1952, the Macon (Georgia) Public Library in 1956, the Madison (Indiana) Public Library in 1964, and the Bartholomew County (Indiana) Public Library in 1965. 
He was a Visiting Associate Professor in the Department of Library Science at the University of Kentucky in 1963.
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