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Peter Spyers-Duran (1932 – 2023)  
Born in Budapest, Hungary on January 26, 1932, Peter Spyers-Duran moved to the United States in 1956. His esteemed career in the library profession spanned over three and a half decades and six U.S. states. After his retirement in 1995, he continued to serve as Dean & Professor Emeritus at Wayne State University. On July 2, 2023, he passed away at the age of 91 in Orlando, FL. 
Peter Spyers-Duran graduated from the Free University of Budapest with a Certificate in Liberal Arts in 1955; the University of Chicago with a Master of Arts in Library and Information Science in 1960; and Nova Southeastern University with a Doctor of Education in Higher Education Finance in 1975.  
Throughout his career, his work focused on academic libraries, higher education finance, and technical services aspects. He held many librarian, management, and faculty positions, including:  
· 1960 Head of Library Public Services, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
· 1961-1962 Assistant Executive Secretary, American Library Association Administration Division, Chicago, IL 
· 1963-1967 Associate Director of Libraries & Associate Professor, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI 
· 1967-1970 Director of Libraries & Professor, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI 
· 1969-1970 Summer Visiting Professor, State University of New York, Geneseo, NY 
· 1970-1976 Director of Libraries & Professor of Library Science, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL 
· 1976-1983 Director of Library and Learning Resources, California State University, Long Beach, CA 
· 1983-1995 Professor & Dean of the University Library & Dean of the ALA-accredited 
Master's degree program in Library & Information Systems, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI 
During his time at Wayne State University, Peter Spyers-Duran played an integral role in advancing the university’s ranking among national research libraries, restoring full ALAaccreditation for the graduate Library Science degree program, and recovering from years-long austerity measures during the late 1970s to early 1980s.  
Peter Spyers-Duran was a founding member and leader of the Detroit Area Library Network 
(DALNET), a library consortium hosted at Wayne State University. He was a life member of the American Library Association and one-time member the California Library Association, the Florida Library Association, and the Michigan Library Association. 
He served as a board member for a variety of organizations and associations, including:  
· Kalamazoo County Library Board  
· Editorial Board of the Journal of Library Administration 
· Board of International Conferences 
· Bayou Club Community Association, Largo, FL 
· Board of directors for the United Way of Palm Beach County  
· Board of the Homeowners Association of Eagle Creek, Orlando  
He was also associated with other library organizations, including Southwestern Michigan Book 
Consortium, Southeastern Library Network, Library of Congress Center for the Book—Michigan Chapter, University of Chicago Graduate Library School Alumni Club, International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Association for Information Science and Technology, Center for Research Libraries, and National Endowment for the Humanities. 
In 1998, Peter Spyers-Duran received the G. Flint Purdy Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Wayne State University Library System. In 2021, he was profiled in Marquis Who's Who in America.  
Peter Spyers-Duran is the author and/or editor of several scholarly publications, including:  
· Spyers-Duran, P. (1964). Moving library materials. Library Associates of UW-M. 
· Spyers-Duran, P. (1967). Public libraries: A comparative survey of basic fringe benefits. Libraries Unlimited. 
· Spyers-Duran, P. (Ed.). (1969). Approval and gathering plans in academic libraries; proceedings. Libraries Unlimited. 
· Spyers-Duran, P., & Gore, D. (Eds.). (1972). Economics of approval plans: proceedings. Greenwood Press. 
· Spyers-Duran, P. & Gore, D. (Eds.). (1974). Management problems in serials work: 
proceedings. Greenwood Press. 
· Spyers-Duran, P. (1976). Prediction of resource needs: a model budget formula for upper division university libraries. [Doctoral dissertation, Nova University]. ERIC https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED112883 
· Spyers-Duran, P., Gore, D., & Kimbrough, J. (Eds.). (1979). Requiem for the card catalog: management issues in automated cataloging. Greenwood Press. 
· Spyers-Duran, P., & Mann, T. W. (Eds.). (1980). Shaping library collections for the 1980s. Oryx Press. 
· Harvey, J. F., & Spyers-Duran, P. (Eds.). (1984). Austerity management in academic libraries. Scarecrow Press. 
· Spyers-Duran, P., & Mann, T. W. (Eds.). (1985). Financing information services: problems, changing approaches, and new opportunities for academic and research libraries. Greenwood Press. 
· Spyers-Duran, P., & Mann, T. W. (Eds.). (1985). Issues in academic librarianship: views and case studies for the 1980s and 1990s. Greenwood Press. 
Along with his wife, Jane, Peter Spyers-Duran created several endowments and scholarships for students at Wayne State University and California State University. Notably, the Peter and Jane Spyers-Duran Endowed Scholarship is awarded to graduate students in the School of Information Sciences at Wayne State University who demonstrate qualities of character and leadership, and whose career goals include work in academic libraries.  
 
Tribute by Kendra Goforth, Wayne State University School of Information Sciences 
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