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Reihhard Keith Doms (April 24, 1920 – September 26, 2009) served as President of the American Library Association from 1970 to 1971. 

Early Life and Education (1920–1940s)

Keith Doms was born on April 24, 1920, in Endeavor, Wisconsin. He attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison, earning a Bachelor of Arts in French and a Bachelor of Library Science. 

World War II Service (1940s)

He served in World War II.  The U.S. Army sent him to Harvard University for intensive training in Mandarin Chinese. He then served in the Army Signal Corps’ Intelligence Service.


Library Career 

After the war, Keith Doms held successive roles—assistant, associate, and director—in library systems in Concord, New Hampshire; Midland, Michigan; and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he served as director of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 
In 1969 he was recruited to lead one of the nation’s great urban libraries: he became director (and later president) of the Free Library of Philadelphia, a position he held until his retirement in 1987.
He fought against censorship as a board member of the American Library Association’s Freedom to Read Foundation, viewing access to ideas as a cornerstone of democracy. His influence extended nationally and internationally. He served as president of the American Library Association (1971–1972), the Pennsylvania Library Association, the International Association of Metropolitan Libraries (INTAMEL), and the library honorary society Beta Phi Mu. 
The U.S. Department of State commissioned him to conduct a seminar on public library development in Karachi, Pakistan.
He also served for 18 years (1975–1993) on the Pennsylvania State Board of Education and held volunteer leadership roles with Pittsburgh organizations including the United Mental Health Association and public broadcasting station WQED-WQEX.
He became executive director of the Urban Libraries Council, provided consulting services nationwide on library planning and construction, and served six years on the board of the OCLC Online Computer Library Center. 

Awards and Honors

President, Pennsylvania Library Association, 1961.
Pennsylvania Library Association Distinguished Service Award, 1976 
President of the American Library Association , 1970 - 1971. 
Joseph W. Lippincott Award, American Library Association, 1982.
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