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Jack Dalton (1908–2000) was an influential American librarian, educator, and administrator who served as Dean of Columbia University’s School of Library Service from 1959 to 1970. 
Born in Holland, Virginia, Dalton earned a bachelor’s degree (1930) and a master’s degree (1935) from the University of Virginia. He also completed library science courses at the University of Michigan in 1935–1936. 

His professional career began at the University of Virginia Library, where he held successive positions: assistant reference librarian (1934–1935), reference librarian (1936–1942), associate librarian (1942–1950), and university librarian (1950–1956). 
In 1956 he left UVA to direct the American Library Association’s International Relations Office (1956–1959). He also served on the ALA Council (1964–1968) and chaired its Ethics Committee. 

In 1959 Dalton was appointed Dean of Columbia University’s School of Library Service. During his eleven-year tenure (until 1970), he modernized the curriculum by introducing courses in information science and recruited an outstanding faculty. 
After stepping down as dean, he directed Columbia’s Library Development Center (1970–1978), an initiative focused on expanding library services for people with disabilities and other underserved populations. He later worked as a consultant to the H.W. Wilson publishing company. 

Dalton was widely respected in the library profession and received the American Library Association’s Honorary Membership in 1983. 

His professional papers, covering the period 1940–1976 and including correspondence, reports, and materials from his time at Columbia and the ALA, are preserved in the Columbia University Archives. 
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