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Edwin Castagna (1909–1983) was a decorated World War II veteran, and President of the American Library Association in 1964- 1965. He was a national leader in the library profession whose career exemplified a lifelong commitment to public service, intellectual freedom, and community outreach.  
 
Born in Petaluma, California, Castagna earned the library degree from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1936 and built an impressive record directing public libraries in Reno, Nevada, and several California communities including Ukiah, Glendale, and Long Beach. 
He was president of the Nevada Library Association and the California Library Association. 
 
World War II Service 
During World War II, Castagna volunteered for the U.S. Army and commanded a company in the 771st Tank Battalion through major campaigns in Europe, earning the Purple Heart and Bronze Star for heroism. 
Edwin Castagna’s World War II service stands as a remarkable chapter in the life of a man better known for his leadership in American librarianship. At age 33, while serving as director of the Washoe County Library in Reno, Nevada, he voluntarily enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1942 and took a leave of absence from his civilian career. He was commissioned as a first lieutenant. By the time the 771st Tank Battalion deployed to Europe, Castagna had assumed command of one of its companies. 
The 771st Tank Battalion was an independent armored unit equipped primarily with M4 Sherman tanks. It operated in direct support of infantry divisions, notably attached to the 84th Infantry Division .Castagna’s company provided mobile firepower, anti-tank defense, and close support during some of the most intense fighting in the European Theater. The battalion’s campaigns encompassed three major phases: the Rhineland (September 1944–March 1945), the Ardennes (Battle of the Bulge, December 1944–January 1945), and Central Europe (March–May 1945. 
Edwin Castagna was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and Purple Heart. 
 
 
Post-War Career 
 
After the war, Castagna returned to Washoe County to continue his work as their library director. In 1949 Castagna became the director of the Glendale, California Public Library then became  e director at the Long Beach Public Library. While in Long Beach, Castagna served as president of the California Library Association in 1954. 
 
Enoch Pratt Free Library 
In 1960, Castagna became director of Baltimore’s Enoch Pratt Free Library, serving until his retirement in 1974.  
Under his leadership, the library launched innovative inner-city outreach programs to reach underserved residents, integrated the historic Peabody Library collection, and was designated Maryland’s central state library resource center. He championed the “right to read” amid growing censorship pressures, resisting self-censorship and advocating for open access to diverse ideas as essential to democracy.  
 
American Library Association 
Castagna served as president of the American Library Association (1964–1965 and chaired the ALA Committee on Legislation (1966–1968). He worked to  advance federal support for libraries and intellectual freedom.  
 
Edwin Castagna  died November 26, 1983, in Baltimore. 
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