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It's  impossible to think of the field of children's librarianship without  thinking of Carolyn Wicker Field.  Mrs. Field (as she is still known at  the Free Library of Philadelphia)  was a driving force across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as well  nationally.  In her 30-plus year career, Mrs. Field headed the Office of  Work with Children and oversaw the creation  of the Children's Literature Research Collection,  the second largest repository of children's literature, original  artwork, manuscripts, and ephemera in the nation.  
Field's passion for  the promotion of children's  literature was unquenchable; she served as the president of the  Children's Division of the American Library Association (now known as  the Association for Library Service to Children) and the Pennsylvania Library Association. 
 From 1958-1960, Mrs. Field was a member of the Newbery-Caldecott Medal Selection Committee and chaired the committee in 1958.
Carolyn Field published several books on children's literature, including Subject Collections in Children's Literature, a catalogue of the special collections of children's literature housed in the United States, and Values in Selected Children's Books of Fiction and Fantasy, an exploration and bibliography of over 700 fiction and fantasy  titles, co-authored with Jacqueline Shachter Weiss.  Field was also an  editorial advisor for, That's Me! That's You! That's Us! A Bibliography of Multicultural Books for Children.
Mrs. Field was honored with numerous awards throughout her lifetime.  In 1963, she was awarded the Scholastic Library Publishing Award. In 1974, she was named a Distinguished Daughter of Pennsylvania,  an award given to Pennsylvania women whose accomplishments have state  or national importance. 
In 1994, Mrs. Field was the recipient of the  Association for Library Service  to Children's Distinguished Service Award, and in 1996 she was the first recipient of the Catholic Library Association's Mary A. Grant Award for outstanding  volunteer service.  

She was honored by the Pennsylvania Library  Association in 1984 when the Youth Services Division named an award in  her honor.  The Carolyn W. Field Award is presented  annually to a Pennsylvania children's author or illustrator.
Carolyn  Wicker Field died July  24, 2010.  
A copy of her favorite quote by Walter de la Mare still  hangs  in the Children's Literature Research Collection:   "Only the rarest kind of best in anything can be good enough for the  young."  It is a philosophy that is still firmly embraced at the Free  Library of Philadelphia. 
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