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Patricia W. Berger was a delegate to the White House Conference on Libraries and Information Services in 1979., 1979. Her work exemplified how librarianship could powerfully support scientific advancement and national innovation.

Patricia Berger earned the Bachelor of Science from George Washington University and her Master of Library Science from The Catholic University of America. 
She built a distinguished career as a special and administrative librarian in key federal institutions including: 
· Institute of Defense Analyses, 
· U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (where she served as deputy chief librarian),
·  Environmental Protection Agency
· National Bureau of Standards (later the National Institute of Standards and Technology). Joining NIST in 1976, she directed the Information Services Office until her retirement in 1992, overseeing its library, archives, museum, and publications programs. 
· 
In 1985, she received the inaugural Federal Achievement Award from the Federal Librarians Round Table (FLRT) for her outstanding contributions to library and information services in the federal community. She later served as president of FLRT and of the Washington, D.C. chapter of the Special Libraries Association. 
In 1989–1990, she was elected president of the American Library Association, becoming one of the profession’s most influential voices during a pivotal era. As ALA president, she focused  on the preservation of library materials, establishing the President’s Committee on Preservation Policy—a landmark effort that helped the Association adopt a formal national preservation policy in 1991.
 She also served on the ALA Executive Board, ALA Council, and the board of the Freedom to Read Foundation, while later chairing the Virginia State Library Board in retirement.
She was a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the National Information Standards Organization, and the Special Libraries Association.

She was a member of the Cosmos Club.
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