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Elizabeth S. (Soule) Watson (September 27, 1940 – October 13, 2007) was a respected children's librarian, library administrator, and leader in the field of youth services, best known for serving as President of the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC, a division of the American Library Association) from 1997 to 1998.
She left a lasting impact on children's librarianship through her practical leadership, committee work, and dedication to making libraries welcoming places for young readers, especially in the transition toward more digital and inclusive services in the late 1990s and early 2000s.

Early Life and Education
Born in Burlington, Vermont, to Harris and Lois (Alger) Soule, she graduated from Burlington High School in 1959. She earned a Bachelor of Science in Home Economics from the University of Vermont in 1962 and a Master of Library Science from the University of Michigan in 1968.


Library Career
· 1969–1970: Children's librarian at the Bacon Memorial Library in Wyandotte, Michigan.
· 1971–2004: Joined the Fitchburg Public Library in Massachusetts, where she served as Children's Librarian for 19 years and then as Chief Librarian for 14 years. She retired in 2004 after a distinguished 33-year career there.
· She also worked as a guest lecturer at Simmons College and Assumption College.
Her work focused heavily on children's services, literature, and community outreach through libraries.

Leadership in Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC)
Elizabeth Watson was President of the Association for Library Service to Children (1997–1998), she guided the organization during a period of growing emphasis on children's digital access and literacy. 
In 1998, she was quoted in The New York Times on the topic of children and personal computers, reflecting her thoughtful perspective on balancing technology with traditional library values.
She also contributed extensively through committee service, including:
· Caldecott Award Selection Committee
· Chair of the Budget & Finance Committee
· Chair of the Arbuthnot Lecture Committee
· ALA–CBC Joint Committee (ALA-Children's Book Council Joint Committee - the main formal channel through which librarians and children’s book publishers work together to improve access to great books. 

The Horn Book Magazine

Elizabeth Watson was a longtime reviewer and member of the Board of Directors for The Horn Book Magazine, a leading publication in children's literature.
She reviewed dozens of children’s and young-adult titles—primarily fiction, historical nonfiction, biographies, and concept books—from the mid-1980s through the late 1990s. Reviews were typically brief, insightful, and focused on appeal to young readers, literary quality, and accuracy.
Her reviewing work aligned with her library career at the Fitchburg Public Library, where she specialized in children’s services, and complemented her ALSC leadership (including Caldecott committee service). 
Tributes after her death emphasized how her reviews and meeting comments kept the focus on real children and practical usability.

Community  Engagement
Watson lived in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, for 35 years and was deeply involved in local organizations, serving on boards for the YMCA, American Red Cross, United Way, Association for Retarded Citizens, Stratton Players, Literacy Volunteers of the Montachusett Area, and the First Night Committee. She was also an active member of the Fitchburg Rotary Club (President 1997–1998) and the Chapel of All Saints in Leominster. 
She was an avid reader and a strong supporter of greyhound rescue efforts.
One ALSC member described her as a "wonderful exemplar of the best of ALSC – warm, funny, friendly, helpful.
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