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Mary Virginaia Gaver was one of librarianship’s most important leaders in the 20th century. She was President of the American Library Association 1996-1997. She was awarded American Library Association Honorary Membership, its highest honor, in 1976

She attended  Randolph-Macon Women's College and earned the  B.A. with a major in English and two minors that included Bible and the organ.
She worked at George Washington High School in Danville, Virginia for 10 years before she earned her degree in library science. While working as a librarian during the Depression, she became aware of the funding problems of the library systems. Due to this, Gaver decided to dedicate her life not only to improving funding for the library systems but to get training in the schools to help improve the skills of the staff as well as the library skills of the children.
She earned a B.S. in library sciences in 1932 from Columbia University and went on to earn an M.S. in library sciences at Columbia University School of Library Service.
Gaver taught at many different schools and colleges, including 12 years (1942–1954) at the New Jersey State Teachers College.
She was an associate professor, then a professor, at Rutgers University for the Graduate School of Library Services for 1954 to 1971. 
In 1970, while at Rutgers University, Gaver served as a committee member of the Rutgers University Council on Children's Literature. She also embarked on an international mission to assist other countries improve their library systems, worked as a visiting professor at the University of Teheran, and became an advisor to Iran in 1952–1953. 
During her time at Rutgers, she worked on several projects to help improve the library system. She was passionate about her work and wanted others to realize the importance of a well trained library staff and the benefit it had on the students' educational outcomes. 
Gaver's career and influence as a librarian and author did not end when she retired from Rutgers University. She continued to conduct research, write, edit and publish articles well after her career as an educator ended. She went on to hold several positions, including vice president at Brodart Industries, a wholesale book supplier until 1975.

She was President, American Association of School Librarians, 1957-1958.  She was also President of the New Jersey Library Association.

Awards & Honors
· Herbert Putnam Honor Award, American Library Association, 1963
· Rutgers's Research Council Award, 1962
· Randolph-Macon Woman's College Achievement Award, 1964
· Beta Phi Mu
· Award of Good Teaching, 1964
· Constance Lindsay Skinner Award, Woman's National Book Association, 1973
· American Library Association Honorary Membership, 1976
· President's Award, American Association of School Librarians, 1980. 

Mary V. Gaver Scholarship. An annual scholarship consisting of $3,000 to a U.S./Canadian citizen or permanent resident who is pursuing an MLS specializing youth services in an ALA-accredited program. Established to honor the memory of Mary V. Gaver, ALA president and Rutgers University professor who made many contributions in library youth services.
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