Terry Weech (1937-2025)

[image: ]


Dr. Terry Weech graduated from Knox College in Galesburg, where he majored in philosophy. He obtained the master’s degree in library science from the University of Illinois in 1965. 
He was Documents Librarian, Illinois State Library, 1964-1967.
He received his PhD from the University of Illinois in 1972 and was also recognized as an HEA Fellow.  His dissertation was: "State Governments and Publishers, an Analytic Study of State Publications."
Dr. Weech was head of the Library Science Department at the Mississippi University for Women in Columbus, Miss. 1973-1976.  and an assistant professor in the School of Library Science at the University of Iowa in Iowa City 1976-1980.
In 1980 he became Associate Professor, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois, Urbana where he taught for over 40 years. 
From 1998 -2010 he taught internationally: 
· 1998. Financial Management of Libraries at the International Centre for Information Management Systems and Services at Copernicus University, Torun, Poland. 
· 2009: Use and Users of Digital Libraries for DILL (Digital Library Learning – A European Union international Project) . The University of Parma, Parma, Italy. 
· 2010: Digital Library Collection Development for DILL (Digital Library Learning – A European Union international Project) The University of Parma, Parma, Italy.

Dr. Weech's research focus was international librarianship, library and information science education, collection development, management and assessment of library services, government information resources, economics of information, intellectual freedom issues and public librarianship. 
He traveled extensively, participating in American Library Association and International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions conferences, around the world, but primarily in Eastern Europe. He was Secretary of the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) Section on Education and Training and Chair of the IFLA Division on Research and Education, 2001-2003. 
He received Fulbright Senior Specialist Award to lecture in Ljubljana, Slovenia, at University of Ljubljana and the National and University Library of Slovenia. March 15-29, 2002.
Dr. Weech was honored with a Scroll of Appreciation from the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) for his distinguished contribution to the association and the library profession, especially in the internationalization of LIS education. As an active IFLA member, he wrote or co-wrote many research reports and gave lectures on librarianship and library science education in over thirty countries across Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, and South America.  Weech received more than five Fulbright Senior Specialist and similar funded awards for international travel to share his expertise with students, faculty, and practicing librarians. 

Terry and his wife, Eunice Weech, established an Intellectual Freedom Endowment Fund at the University of Illinois Foundation to advocate and educate for Intellectual Freedom.
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Terry was an encouraging colleague always ready to discuss the future of library education when we taught together at the University of Illinois from 1980-1983. I last saw him with Katharine J. Phenix, an Illinois graduate, at the American Library Association Conference where he organized the University of Illinois Downs Intellectual Freedom Award Reception in Atlanta, 2017.
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