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Thomas J. Galvin (December 30, 1932 – February 18, 2004) was an influential American librarian, educator, and leader in the field of library and information science. Born in Arlington, Massachusetts, he earned his bachelor’s degree in English from Columbia University, a master’s in library science from Simmons College, and a doctorate from Case Western Reserve University.  
Galvin began his professional career in library positions in the 1950s before moving into academia. From 1962 to 1972, he held combined faculty and administrative roles at Simmons College’s Graduate School of Library and Information Science, ultimately becoming associate dean and professor.  
In 1974, Galvin became Dean of the School of Library and Information Science at the University of Pittsburgh, a position he held until 1985. During his tenure, he expanded the school’s o	erings, increased enrollment, diversified academic programs, and strengthened its reputation nationally.  
Galvin was also deeply involved in professional leadership. He served as President of the 
American Library Association (ALA) from 1979–1980 and later as its Executive Director from 1985–1989. He played a significant role in shaping library policies, advocating for library education, and connecting professional organizations with academic institutions.  
In 1989, Galvin returned to academia as a professor in the School of Information Science and Policy at the University at Albany–SUNY, where he oversaw the development of an interdisciplinary PhD in information science. He retired in 1999 and was named professor emeritus. 
Throughout his career, Galvin was a prolific author, contributing to nearly 20 books and over 100 articles and reports. His work influenced research on library use, management, and education. He received numerous accolades, including the ALISE Award for Professional Contributions to Library and Information Sciences Education (1993), the Medical Library Association’s Eliot Prize (1988), and recognition for co-editing the best information science book of the year (1979).  
Galvin passed away in 2004 at the age of 71, leaving a legacy in library education and scholarship.  
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